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January  3,  1972 

Tonight  we  begin  a second  term  together,  and  tonight  also  we 
begin  the  second  century  of  the  history  of  Somerville  as  a city. 

The  years  1970-71  were  tumultuous  by  any  standard.  Somerville 
was  in  a sense  struggling  to  be  bom  into  its  second  hundred  years 
as  a vigorous,  healthy  community,  determined  that  the  future  be 
of  new  promise  and  new  hope.  I believe  this  effort  has  succeeded, 
and  that  we  have  passed  through  a period  of  internal  confrontation, 
looking  face  to  face  at  many  difficult  problems.  Because  we  had 
the  will  to  do  this,  we  have  been  healed  within. 

Along  with  the  political  turmoil,  a great  deal  has  happened  in 
this  city  in  two  short  years:  two  new  schools  and  an  addition  to 
a third  school  under  construction;  substantial  renovations  to  vir- 
tually every  school  and  public  building  in  the  city;  a new  purchas- 
ing system;  obtaining  several  millions  of  dollars  in  Federal  money, 
equipment  and  services;  programs  and  drop-in  centers  for  the 
elderly  and  the  teenagers;  significantly  increased  medical  services 
available  to  all  of  our  citizens;  Little  City  Halls  to  open  up  wider 
channels  of  communication  between  the  government  and  the  public 
whom  the  government  serves;  SOMERfest  which  brought  cultural 
programs  to  virtually  every  street  corner  as  well  as  beautifying 
many  areas  with  paint  and  murals. 

As  much  as  any  other  community,  it  was  the  people  of  Somer- 
ville who  forced  a halt  to  indescriminate  highway  construction  in 
this  Commonwealth.  It  was  our  people  who  stood  in  the  path  of 
the  bulldozers  on  Route  1-93,  and  though  we  did  not  prevail  on 
issue,  the  word  got  around  to  the  necessary  sources  that  any  further 
effort  to  tear  apart  this  city  would  be  met  with  an  embarrassingly 
large  amount  of  public  protest. 
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One  final  comment  about  the  past:  1971  brought  something  to 
light  in  Somerville  which  most  of  the  politicians  then  in  power 
feared  might  happen,  while  most  of  the  decent  citizens  feared  it 
might  not  happen:  the  worst  of  the  past  was  brought  into  public 
view,  and  people  everywhere  were  justifiably  outraged.  That  is  the 
past  now,  and  I can  tell  you  without  reservation  or  doubt,  the  years 
1970-1971  saw  every  penny  of  every  tax  dollar  used  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  collected.  I can  tell  you  very  simply  that  this 
administration  has  too  much  self  respect  and  too  much  respect  for 
our  fellow  man  to  have  it  any  other  way. 


About  the  future  of  Somerville? 

First  of  all,  I welcome  the  new  city  government  in  which  I have 
already  observed  a high  minded  determination  to  serve  you  honor- 
ably and  ably.  I hope  you  appreciate  how  refreshing  I find  this 
to  be. 

Let  me  outline  some  of  the  areas  where  I believe  we  must  con- 
centrate for  the  next  two  years: 

1 . We  must  continue  to  restore  our  public  buildings,  or  we  shall 
drive  decent  people  into  other  communities  where  they  and 
their  children  can  obtain  adequate  facilities.  Our  young 
people  must  have  a good  beginning  if  they  are  to  lead 
lead  productive  lives,  and  they  must  live  in  an  evironment 
here  which  will  make  them  want  to  remain  and  put  some- 
tiiing  back. 

a.  This  auditorium  where  tonight  for  the  first  time  we  are 
using  newly  installed  seats  will  within  three  to  four 
months  be  a modem,  attractive  place. 

b.  The  Northeastern  and  Southern  Junior  High  Schools 
require  substantial  renovations:  The  Northeastern  has 
had  inoperative  shower  facilities  for  over  a generation, 
and  the  cafeteria  is  both  antiquated  and  in  the  wrong 
place;  the  Southern  must  have  a new  roof  before  we  can 
restore  much  of  the  interior. 
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c.  There  is  great  need  and  a deepening  determination 
among  p>eople  in  various  parts  of  the  city  to  replace 
schools  which  are  shabby  beyond  repair.  It  is  our  in- 
tention to  never  let  up  on  the  problem  of  the  disrepair 
of  school  buildings,  until  we  have  rectified  a grievously 
neglected  area  of  public  responsibility. 

2.  We  have  preliminary  approval  of  a federal  grant  of  close  to 
$4  Million  to  modernize  traffic  and  parking  conditions 
across  the  city.  We  shall  strive  to  make  this  a reality  within 
two  years. 

3.  In  the  past  two  years  we  have  intensified  efforts  to  make  the 
streets  of  our  city  clean.  This  effort  will  receive  much 
greater  attention  during  the  next  two  years.  Whatever  other 
problems  we  may  have  as  individuals  or  as  a community, 
we  have  no  excuse  for  being  dirty.  The  sources  of  litter  are 
many,  from  dropping  cigarette  wrappers,  to  people  driving 
into  Boston  from  Winchester  and  leaving  their  rubbish  on 
our  sidewalks,  to  people  putting  out  rubbish  on  Monday 
when  it  is  to  be  collected  on  Friday.  We  shall  submit  ordi- 
nances to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  make  this  type  of  be- 
havior expensive  to  those  who  insist  upon  doing  it. 

4.  We  plan  an  Urban  Beautification  Program  to  plant  thou- 
sands of  trees  around  the  city  to  both  beautify  the  streets 
and  increase  the  amount  of  oxygen  in  the  air. 

5.  New  construction  is  another  vital  concern  for  the  future. 
I am  pleased  that  new  construction  in  1971  was  almost 
300%  greater  than  in  1970.  Also,  at  long  last.  Holiday 
Inn  prfans  to  break  ground  in  early  spring  for  a 10  story 
motel  on  Washington  Street.  The  remaining  1 2 acres  of  the 
Washington  Street  Redevelopment  area  will  be  advertised 
for  proposals  nationally  this  weekend.  I am  determined  that 
none  of  this  property  be  used  for  industrial  purposes. 
Nothing  good  is  going  to  grow  around  industrial  plants,  and 
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spralling  one  story  buildings  do  nothing  for  our  already 
small  tax  base.  That  entire  area  must  have  high  rise  apart- 
ment and  office  complexes  and  nothing  else.  We  have 
several  oral  commitments  from  developers  to  construct  3-5 
high  rise  towers  on  this  site,  and  T urge  the  public  to  keep 
close  watch  on  developments  in  that  area. 

The  third  part  of  my  address  this  evening  is  in  many  ways  the 
most  critical,  and  that  is  the  question  of  the  real  estate  property 
tax. 

About  life  in  general  I remain  optimistic,  and  whatever  the 
problem,  I live  as  though  it  is  five  minutes  past  midnight  on  the 
way  to  a new  day.  However,  concerning  the  property  tax,  I know 
for  an  absolute  certainty  that  the  clock  will  toll  midnight  this  com- 
ing summer,  and  unless  the  state  legislature  and  congress  acts  now 
where  they  should  have  acted  two  years  ago,  this  year’s  tax  rate 
will  force  the  taking  by  tax  lien  of  hundreds  and  hundreds  of 
Somerville  homes. 

A tragedy  of  the  recent  political  campaign  was  that  the  real  issue 
was  clouded  by  any  number  of  smokescreens  and  was  almost  never 
discussed. 

Somerville  has  been  honestly  run  in  the  past  two  years  right 
down  to  the  last  penny,  but  this  cannot  solve  the  problem  of 
municipal  finance.  Unless  state  and  federal  action  comes  im- 
mediately, we  will  be  recorded  as  having  run  the  city  government 
well  and  failed,  much  like  the  patient  dying  after  a successful 
operation.  Unless  we  are  given  the  tools  to  do  the  job,  the  job 
cannot  be  done. 

We  are  being  victimized  by  a crazy,  foolhardy  course  of  action 
which  reasonable  men  and  women  everywhere  know  to  be  sheer 
madness: 

a.  I could  not  believe  my  eyes  last  summer  when  five  of 
our  six  local  members  of  the  state  legislature  voted 
against  a bill  which  would  have  cut  $10  from  our 
present  tax  rate. 
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b.  The  legislature  grants  ever  new  exemptions,  increases 
retirement  benefits  to  municipal  employees,  enact  many 
other  types  of  legislation  which  must  be  paid  for  by 
somebody.  Then  instead  of  providing  the  funds,  we 
have  to  provide  the  funds  by  raising  taxes  here  at  home 
ot  pay  for  the  legislature’s  generosity.  Then  they  go 
before  the  public  to  boast  of  their  humane  legislation, 
while  we  are  blasted  for  the  tax  rate! 

c.  Policemen  picket  Mayor  White  in  Boston,  as  they  have 
picketed  me  here.  Teachers,  firemen,  city  workers  de- 
mand higher  wages,  to  which  they  are  entitled.  Yet 
none  of  these  groups  goes  to  where  the  problem  can 
be  solved — the  state  legislature  and  congress.  In  fact 
all  groups  have  remained  silent  on  the  moral  issue,  con- 
tent to  goad  the  Mayors  who  are  without  the  means  to 
act. 

d.  Regional  goverment  remains  in  limbo,  and  as  a result 
government  workers  carry  on  a price  war  between  one 
city  and  another  which  is  destroying  the  economies  of 
all  the  cities. 

In  our  political  structure  in  America  state  and  federal  legislators 
have  a great  thing  going:  the  public  wrath  is  almost  always  di- 
rected at  the  Mayor,  the  governor  or  the  President,  even  though 
none  of  the  three  has  the  power  to  act  in  the  matter  of  tax  relief, 
because  this  is  a legislative  prerogative. 

Reasonable  men  and  women  are  not  confused  as  to  how  muni- 
cipal government  can  and  should  be  financed,  and  I hope  to  do 
my  part  to  make  the  call  for  tax  relief  this  year  one  which  will  be 
heard,  and  one  to  which  we  will  receive  a response.  There  is  a 
cliche  that  new  tax  legislation  cannot  be  enacted  in  an  election 
year.  I say,  not  so!  In  fact,  I know  something  which  the  legislature 
and  congress  apparently  does  not  know:  a Private  poll  of  greater 
Boston  recently  revealed  that  73%  of  the  people  want  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  master  tax  commission  enacted  NOW. 
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Therefore,  the  issue  of  the  1972  election  is  tax  relief  for  the 
cities.  I will  openly  support  candidates  who  speak  and  act  to  obtain 
tax  relief  now,  and  I will  publicly  opp>ose  any  candidate  who  thinks 
he  or  she  is  going  to  keep  the  candle  to  my  shoes  when  the 
responsibility  is  theirs,  and  where  the  solution  is  now  entirely  in 
their  hands. 

In  a futile  effort  to  stave  off  the  inevitable,  we  and  all  cities  are 
being  forced  to  economize  to  the  point  where  we  can  no  longer 
operate. 

I have  control  of  such  a miniscule  portion  of  our  city  budget 
that  it  is  laughable  to  say  I can  keep  the  tax  rate  down.  Certainly, 
I can  decide  whether  or  not  to  buy  a pickup  truck  for  the  Highway 
Department,  but  that  is  two  cents  on  the  tax  rate.  I challenge  any 
state  or  federal  legislator  to  come  into  Somerville,  look  at  our 
balance  sheet  and  defend  the  proposition  that  we  are  getting  our 
fair  share  of  state  or  federal  money,  or  that  there  is  any  fat  in  our 
budget  which  rauses  the  tax  problem.  I say  they  won’t,  because 
they  can’t. 

The  MBTA  just  added  $6.50  alone  to  next  year’s  tax  rate  by 
tacking  an  additional  $ 1 Million  onto  our  assessment.  This  means 
that  in  1972,  $23,  of  our  tax  rate  will  go  to  financing  an  operation 
which  gvies  us  the  poorest  service  and  the  third  highest  assessment 
in  the  system.  To  add  insult  to  injury,  the  MBTA  is  holding  back 
over  $2  Million  owed  to  the  B&M  and  therefore  to  the  City  of 
Somerville  in  back  taxes.  I have  instructed  the  new  city  treasurer 
to  pay  next  year’s  MBTA  assessment  into  the  court  and  contest 
the  right  of  these  two  transportation  systems  to  bleed  us  to  death 
for  the  benefit  of  others. 


Furthermore,  since  it  has  remained  true  since  World  War  II  that 
the  courts  have  been  the  governmental  body  which  has  brought 
about  reforms  which  legislatures  have  balked  on,  I have  instructed 
the  City  Solicitor  to  commence  suit  in  the  federal  district  court  at 
the  earliest  possible  time  to  require  state  financing  of  our  school 
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system.  Our  children  are  not  receiving  equal  educational  advan- 
tages with  children  in  the  suburbs,  and  that  situation  is  unaccept- 
able. 

Much  of  our  efforts  the  past  two  years  have  been  focused  on 
restoring  local  government  to  the  people  of  Somerville,  and  the 
major  thrust  of  our  assault  on  unrepresentative  government  for  the 
next  two  years  must  be  the  state  and  federal  governments  which 
remain  unresponsive  to  our  critical  and  just  needs.  We  face  the 
worst  tax  disaster  in  the  city’s  history  this  year,  and  I do  not 
intend  to  let  it  happen,  because  it  does  not  need  to  happen.  I have 
accepted  invitations  to  date  to  speak  in  five  cities  in  coming  weeks, 
and  I hope  by  summer  to  have  covered  the  entire  Commonwealth. 
Political  smoke  is  not  going  to  prevent  the  key  issue  of  this  year’s 
campaign  from  being  discussed,  and  fancy  political  footwork  is  not 
going  to  prevent  state  and  federal  candidates  from  speaking  and 
acting  to  bring  the  massive  wealth  of  this  nation  into  the  struggling 
and  desperate  cities  where  most  all  of  us  live. 

I call  upon  each  of  you  who  hears  my  voice  or  reads  my  words — 
you  who  have  responded  to  so  many  issues  these  last  two  years, 
rise  up  again  and  demand  what  is  yours  from  those  who  are  the 
only  ones  in  a [x>sition  to  provide  it. 

I rejoice  at  the  opportunity  to  serve  you  further;  I do  not  expect 
that  we  shall  accomplish  all  that  we  set  out  to  accomplish.  But  we 
shall  continue  to  have  a productive  and  exciting  time  together,  and 
at  all  times  be  at  peace  with  ourselves  in  that  we  are  working 
together  to  bring  about  a better  city  in  a better  state  in  a better 
nation  in  a better  world. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 


January  1,  1972 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Mayor 
and  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
of  the  City  of  Somerville 


Gentlemen: 

The  following  report  is  respectfully  submitted  as  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Board  of  Assessors  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1971. 


CITY  OF  SOMERVILLE  — 1971  RECAPITULATION 

A.  CITY  — All  appropriations  since  1970  Tax  Rate  was  fixed: 

1.  Total  to  be  raised  by  taxation  $25,175,063.16 

2.  Total  appropriations  to  be 
taken  from  Available  Funds: 

a.  in  1971  $ 66,834.26 

b.  in  1970  450,203.49  626,556.21 

$25,801,619.37 

3.  Deficits  due  to  abatements  in 
excess  of  overlay  of  prior 
years: 

a.  in  1965 

b.  in  1966 

c.  in  1967  

d.  in  1968  

e.  in  1969  

f.  in  1970  


Offset  to  Cherry  Sheet 
Estimated  Receipts: 
School  Lunch  Program 
Free  Public  Libraries 


8,736.80 

32,059.35 

35,351.84 

43,474.24 

60,971.20 

128,782.06 


309,375.49 


218,787.49 

23,674.25  242,461.74 


Revenue  Deficit 

Overdraft-Retirement  Board  Section  22 
(7)  (c)  LV  of  Chapter  32 
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1971  1970 

Estimates  Underestimates 


B.  COUNTY:  TAX  AND  ASSESSMENTS 

1.  County  Tax  1,409,955.47  157,675.36 

2.  County  Hospital  77,085.67  .02 


Total 


1,487,041.14  157,675.38 


C.  STATE:  TAX  AND  ASSESSMENTS 


1.  State  Examination  of 

Retirement  System  1,000,00 

2.  Metropolitan  Districts  Area  1,453,139.77 

3.  Mass.  Bay  Transportation 

Authority  2,086,200.00 

4.  Elderly  Retiree  Program  10,867.59 

5.  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

Tax  Bills  5,448.15 

Total  3,556,656.01 


D.  OVERLAY  OF  CURRENT  YEAR 

E.  GROSS  AMOUNT  TO  BE  RAISED 

F.  ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS 
AND  AVAILABLE  FUNDS: 

1.  1971  Estimated  Receipts  as 

Certified  by  Commissioner  on 


Cherry  Sheet  Item  5 5,125,651.04 

2.  Motor  Vehicle 

and  Trailer  Excise  1,324,455.07 

3.  Licenses  146,065.32 

4.  Fines  152,045.25 

5.  Grants  and  Gifts  32,979.98 

6.  General  Government  63,053.68 

7.  Protection  of  Persons 

and  Property 11,248.44 

8.  Health  and  Sanitation  38,842.50 

9.  Highways  3,220.00 

10.  Charities  


2,164.95 


2,164.95 


1,644,716.52 


3,558,820.96 

1,573,287.18 

33,130,281.26 
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11.  Veterans’  Services  

12.  School- Local  Receipts  31,891.93 

13.  Libraries-Local  Receipts  4,197.27 

14.  Recreation 

15.  Public  Service  Enterprises- 


Water  Department  866,691.49 

16.  Cemeteries 

17.  Interest  on  Taxes 

and  Associations 71,406.23 

18.  Farm  Animals  etc 

19.  Building  Code  Fees  870.00 

20.  Gasoline  Tax  60,661.67 


TOTAL  ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS  7,933,279.87 

21.  Overestimates  of  previous  year 
to  be  used  as  available  funds: 

a.  Metropolitan  sewage 

b.  M.B.T.A 

c.  Metropolitan  Air  Pollution 

Control  

22.  Amounts  voted  to  be  taken 


from  Available  Funds:  626,556.21 

23.  Total  Available  Funds $ 660,755.80 


G.  NET  AMOUNT  TO  BE  RAISED 
BY  TAXATION  ON  PROPERTY 


32,671.00 

1,257.51 

271.08  34,199.59 


8,594,035.67 


24,536,245.59 
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H.  TOTAL  VALUATION  AND  TAXES  LEVIED 


Valuation  Tax  Levy 

Personal  Property  $ 14,144,700  2,507,855.31 

Real  Estate  Tax  124,243,600  22,028,390.28 

$138,388,300  24,536,245.59 

Tax  Rate $177.30/M 

Total  Tax  Levied  $24,536,245.59 


The  Board  of  Assessors  wishes  to  thank  the  other  departments  for  the 
cooperation  extended  during  the  year,  particularly  the  Legal  Department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ralph  Champa,  Chairman 
Gordon  Faulkner 
Edward  A.  Ciampa 
Mary  Tomeo 


William  F.  O’Neil  Jr. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CITY  AUDITOR 

Office  of  the  City  Auditor 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Mayor 
and  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  the  City  of  Somerville 

Gentlemen: 

In  accordance  with  statutory  requirements,  I herewith  submit 
a Report  of  the  expenditures  and  receipts  during  the  year  1971, 
as  shown  by  the  records  in  this  office,  giving  in  detail  the 
appropriations  and  expenditures  and  the  receipts  from  each  source 
of  income. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Bruce  D.  Glare 
City  Auditor 


17 


BALANCE  SHEET  — DECEMBER  31,  1971 
REVENUE 


ASSETS 


Revenue  Cash  

Cash  Discrepancy,  W.J.R.  Collector  

Cash  Discrepancy,  PJ.W.  Cashier  

Cash  Discrepancy,  R.C.  Deputy  Collector 
Cash  Discrepancy,  E.W.  Deputy  Collector 

Petty  Cash  Advances 

Cashiers  Overages  

Accounts  Receivable: 

Taxes,  1959  

Taxes,  1960  

Taxes,  1961  

Taxes,  1962  

Taxes,  1963  

Taxes,  1964  

Taxes,  1965  

Taxes,  1966  

Taxes,  1967  

Taxes,  1968  

Taxes,  1969  

Taxes,  1970  

Taxes,  1971  


1,185.46 

5,133.71 

6,742.82 

10,314.62 

9,103.18 

22,176.67 

27,203.78 

32,398.87 

300,338.76 

1,163,990.34 

1,815,879.04 

2,231,713.30 

2,868,431.99 


Tax  Titles  

Tax  Possessions  

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Taxes: 


1961  28,199.45 

1962  32,976.22 

1963  32,105.46 

1964  27,959.93 

1965  35,793.82 

1966  40,705.69 

1967  33,456.40 

1968  41,999.84 

1969  42,697.76 

1970  63,363.96 


1,163,876.64 

253.57 

1,029.55 

1,326.86 

431.15 

700.00 

948.02 


8,494,612.54 

1,612,178.23 

105,930.49 
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Building  Code  Fees; 

Taxes,  1967  

Taxes,  1968  

Taxes,  1969  

Taxes,  1970  

Taxes,  1971  


1.142.00 
650.00 

2.700.00 
34,545.02 

1.985.00 


41,022.02 

24,843.53 

12,986.13 

9,281.25 

578.20 


47,689.11 

192,652.97 


240,342.08 

24,650.48 

119,961.10 

1,055.20 

73,084.76 

7,847.62 


226,599.16 


12,455,957.92 


LIABILITIES 


City  Clerk’s  Deposits 3,131.62 

School  Deposits: 

Books  1,654.48 

Tuitions  and  Registrations  4,583.50 

Forfeited  Fees  1,198.78 

Teachers’  Retirement  Deductions 449.25 

Federal  Tax  Withholding  208,304.63 

State  Tax  Withholding  58,962.10 

Employees  Insurance  Deductions  1,339.07 

Employees  Group  Insurance  Deductions  10,888.92 

Group  Insurance  for  Elderly  Retirees 249.00 

Payroll  Deductions  for  Purchase  of 

Savings  Bonds  634.99 

Blue  Cross  Deductions 34,063.80 

Revenue  Appropriations  321,611.49 

Guarantee  Deposits 15,569.19 


Departmental  Bills  Receivable; 

School  Contingent  

P.W.D.  Incinerator  Division  

P.W.D.  Building  Division 

P.W.D.  Water  Division 

Water  Department  Accounts 

State  Aid  to  Highways,  Cahpter  90  ... 
County  Aid  to  Highways,  Chapter  90 

Overlay  1968  

Overlay  1970  

Overlay  1971  
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Unexpended  Balances: 

Income  of  Trust  Funds  

State  Taxe  asnd  Assessments,  1971  

Middlesex  County  Assessments,  1971  

County  of  Mddlesex,  Dog  Licenses 

Middlesex  County — Sale  of  Dogs  

Federal  Grant — George  Barden  Fund  

School  Grant — P.L.  864  

School  Grant — P.L.  874  

School  Grant— P.L.  87-415,  M.D.T.A.  

School  Grant — O.E.O.  Adult  Basic  Education 
School  Grant — P.L.  89-10,  Title  I 

School  Grant — P.L.  89-10,  Title  II 

Library  Resources  

School  Grant— P.L.  89-10,  Title  VI-B 

C.  of  M.  Grant,  Council  for  Aging  Persons  .... 

C.  of  M.  Grant,  Action  Grant  Project  

Federal  Grant,  E.O.A.,  M.D.T.A. 

Recreation  Support  Program  

Federal  Grant,  Manpower  Administration 
Emergency  Employment  Act,  Section  5 

Emergency  Employment  Act,  Section  6 

Premium  on  Bonds  

C.  of  M.  Grant,  Somerfest  

Tailings  

Water  Department — Tailings  

Hot  Lunch  Receipts 

Parking  Meter  Receipts: 

Off-Street  Parking  

On-Street  Parking  *. 

School  Athletic  Receipts  

Revenue  Reserved  Until  Collected: 


Motor  Vehicle  Excise  566,707.61 

Tax  Titles  1,612,178.23 


14,709.59 

2,556,656.01 

45,089.17 

295.85 

18.00 

2.291.93 
12,127.62 
36,246.83 
34,215.67 

4,866.01 

17,040.25 

261.06 

9,476.21 

56.57 

9,259.08 

.10 

2,965.49 

23,586.77 

45.61 

1.997.87 
17,029.70 

1.882.87 
34,276.14 

5,247.63 

6.407.93 

5,366.28 
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Building  Code  Fees 41,022.02 

Tax  Possessions  105,930.49 

Departmental  47,689.11 

Water  192,652.97 

Aid  to  Highways  144,611.58 


Reserve  for  Payroll  Deductions, 
Savings  Bonds  Variations  

Reserve  for  Petty  Cash  Advances 

Reserve  for  Cash  Discrepancies  

Overlay  1965  

Overlay  1969  

Reserve  for  Unpaid  Real  Estate 
and  Personal  Taxes  


NON  - REVENUE  ACCOUNTS 
ASSETS 

Cash  in  Offices  and  Banks  

Loans  Authorized  


LIABILITIES 


Loans  Unissued  

Somerville  Housing  Authority  

Non-Revenue  Appropriations  

C.  of  M.  Highway  Fund,  Chapter  822  

Loan  in  Anticipation  School  Project  Loan 

Elementary — Ward  VII  

Loan  in  Anticipation  Pope  Elementary  School 

Addition  Loan  

Loan  in  Anticipation  Somerville  kigh  School 

Remodeling  Loan  

Loan  in  Anticipation  of  Funding  Bond  Loan, 
Acts  of  1971  


2,710,792.01 

9,750.43 

700.00 

4,841.25 

321.60 

79.09 

6,225,416.48 

12,455,957.92 


1,696,275.64 

13,650,153.33 

15,346,428.97 


5,695,153.33 

1,743.09 

1,694,488.99 

43.56 

1.025.000. 00 
50,000.00 
50,000.00 

6.830.000. 00 
15,346,428.97 
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Net  Bonded  Debt 


NET  FUNDED  OR  FIXED  DEBT 


Loans  Within  Statutory  Limit: 

Municipal  Garage  Loan  1952-1953  40,000.00 

Elementary  School  Loan  1953-1955  190,000.00 

Incinerator  Loan  510,000.00 

Departmental  Equipment  Loan  160,000.00 

School  Remodeling  Loan  810,000.00 


Loans  Outside  Statutory  Debt  Limit: 

Stadium  Loan 10,000.00 

Elementary  School  Loan  1964 — Chap.  645  ..  1,410,000.00 

Urban  Renewal  Loan  820,000.00 

School  Project  Loan  1970 — Ward  I 3,550,000.00 


TRUST  AND  INVESTED  FUNDS 

Trust  Funds: 

Cash  and  Securities  

Investment  Funds: 

Cash  and  Securities  


Trust  Funds: 

Contagious  Hospital  2,127.23 

School  Funds  13,519.49 

Lbirary  Funds 40,819.32 

Welfare  Funds  6,425.51 

Recreation  Funds  3,645.76 

Invested  Funds: 

Municipal  Buildings  Insurance  Fund  5,029.49 

*Retirement  System  Funds  4%  and  5%  7,369,135.47 

Veteran’  Housing  Funds  3,160.88 


7,500,000.00 

7,500,000.00 


1.710.000. 00 

5.790.000. 00 

7.500.000. 00 


66,537.31 

7,377,325.84 

7,443,863.15 


7,443,863.15 


♦Figures  submitted  by  Retirement  Board 
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CASH  STATEMENT,  DECEMBER  31,  1971 


RECEIPTS 

General: 

Taxes 21,171,186.46 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 1,352,970.59 

Tax  Titles  87,702.66 

Tax  Possessions  200.00 

Licenses  and  Permits  155,301.64 

Fines  and  Forfeits  149,448.51 

Grants  and  Gifts  1,221,325.96 

C.  of  M.  Local  Aid  Fund  418,177.45 

C.  of  M.  (Income)  School  Aid  3,215,110.47 

C,  of  M.  (Income)  Library  Aid  23,674.25 

C.  of  M.  Highway  Aid,  Chapter  90  86,749.29 

C.  of  M.  Department  of  Public  Works  9,427.82 

C.  of  M.  Loss  of  Taxes — Abatements  to 
Veterans  39,091.37 

C.  of  M.  Somerfest  1,997.87 

C.  of  M.  Urban  Renewal  Corporation  Exercise  147,718.60 

C.  of  M.  Federal  Highway  Safety 
Distribution  7,327.90 

C.  of  M.  Urban  Renewal  Program, 

Linwood  Joy  Project 8,138.21 

Middlesex  County,  Highway  Aid,  Chap.  90  66,031.06 

Cash  Overages  52.53 


Departmental: 

General  Government  54,522.03 

Protection  of  Persons  and  Property 10,054.30 

Health  and  Sanitation 26,865.03 

Use  of  Incinerator 5,097.00 

P.W.D.  Highway  Division  4,651.00 

Parking  Meter  Receipts 46,698.16 

Veterans  Services  182,054.84 


28,161,632.64 
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Schools  and  School  Buildings  17,961.39 

Hot  Lunch  Receipts  252,040.76 

Athletic  Receipts  12,973.92 

Libraries  4,193.31 

Teachers’  Retirement  Deductions  362,208.16 

Federal  Withholding  Taxes  2,461,084.57 

State  Withholding  Taxes  586,015.87 

Employees  Insurance  Deductions  637.08 

Employees  Group  Insurance  Deductions  24,229.91 

Group  Insurance  Deductions  for 

Elderly  Retirees  4,726.00 

Payroll  Deductions  for  the  Purchase  of 
Savings  Bonds  58,744.31 

Blue  Cross  Deductions  453,282.67 

Blue  Cross  Dividends  36,085.00 

Tailings  11,789.40 


Deposits  11,935.79 

Water  Department  Accounts  824,025.68 

Interest  on  Taxes,  etc 91,932.28 

Trust  Fund  Income  2,765.31 

Accrued  Interest  144,675.65 

Refunds  (Revenue)  63,736.89 

Temporary  Loans  25,(X)0,000.00 

Premiums  on  Bonds  45.61 

Loan  in  Anticipation  of  Funding  Fund  6,830,000.00 


Total  Receipts  1971  to  date  ... 
Cash  Balance  January  1,  1971 

Cash  Adjustments  


4,615,914.71 


32,969,117.21 

65,746,664.56 

825,294.91 

2,236.99 

66,574,196.46 
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PAYMENTS 


Appropriations  1971  

Interest  

Reduction  of  Funded  Debt  

Refunds  

City  Clerk’s  Deposits  

School — Forfeited  Fees 

Teachers’  Retirement  Deductions 

Federal  Withholding  Taxes  

State  Withholding  Taxes  

Employees  Insurance  Deductions  

Employees  Group  Insurance  Deductions  

Elderly  Retirees  Group  Insurance  Deductions  .. 

Savings  Bonds  Deductions  

Blue  Cross  Deductions  

Blue  Cross  Dividends  

Temporary  Loans 

State  Taxes  and  Assessments,  1970  

State  Taxes  and  Assessments,  1971  

Middlesex  County  Assessments  

Middlesex  County,  T.B.  Hospital  

Middlesex  County,  Dog  Licenses  

Middlesex  County,  Sale  of  Dogs  

Income  of  Trust  Funds 

Hot  Lunch  Receipts  

Athletic  Receipts  

Federal  Grant,  George  Barden  Fund 

Federal  Grant,  Smith-Hughes  Fund  

School  Grant,  P.L.  864  

School  Grant,  P.L.  874  

School  Grant,  P.L.  87-415  

School  Grant,  Adult  Basic  Education  

School  Grant,  P.L.  89-10,  Title  I 


23,655,254,00 

831,102.59 

980,000.00 

446.368.33 
409.60 

7,154.69 

362,092.42 

2,683,035.71 

615,538.91 

502.20 

22.409.78 

4.879.00 
57,821.30 

443,254.13 

25,722.00 

29,750,000.00 

1,758,562.37 

1,000,000.00 

1,364,866.30 

77.085.67 
8,570.20 

264.00 

712.42 

493.985.33 
9,939.96 

25,966.83 

7.071.00 
25,758.42 

70.271.79 

20.668.68 
18,305.95 

453,096.65 
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School  Grant,  P.L.  89-10,  Title  U 29,147.10 

C.  of  M.  Grant,  Council  for  Aging  Persons  ....  9,399.07 

C.  of  M.  Highway  Fund,  Chapter  679  4,943.43 

C.  of  M.  Highway  Fund,  Chapter  768  8,976.24 

C.  of  M.  Grant,  Action  Grant  Project  31,260.92 

Federal  Grant,  Executive  Department; — 

M.D.T.A.,  Recreation  Support  Program  23,353.90 

Manpower  Administration,  Emergency 

Employment  Act,  Section  6 64,703.41 

C.  of  M.  Dept,  of  Public  Health — 

Nurse  Practitioer  Program  1,000.00 

Health — Bottling  Licenses  20.00 

Total  Payments  1971  to  date  

Cash  Balance  

Cash  Adjustments  


NON  . REVENUE 
RECEIPTS 

Loan  in  Anticipation  School  Project  Loan 
Elementary — Ward  VII 

Loan  in  Anticipation  Pope  Elementary  School 
Addition  Loan  

Loan  in  Anticipation  Somerville  High  School 
Remodeling  Loan 

Total  Receipts  1971  to  date  

Cash  Balance  January  1,  1971  

Cash  Adjustments  


65,405,090.01 

1,163,876.64 

5,229.81 

66,574,196.46 


2.900.000. 00 
100,000.00 

100,000.00 

3.100.000. 00 

3.029.401.23 
250,000.00 

6.379.401.23 
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PAYMENTS 

Appropriations  2,442,101.09 

Loan  in  Anticipation  School  Project  Loan 

Elementary— Ward  VII 2,125,000.00 

Loan  in  Anticipation  Pope  Elementary  School 
Addition  Bonds  50,000.00 

Loan  in  Anticipation  Somerville  High  School 
Remodeling  Bonds  50,000.00 

C.  of  M.  Highway  Fund,  Chapter  616  14,300.59 

C.  of  M.  Highway  Fund,  Chapter  679  1,723.91 

Total  Payments  1971  to  date  4,683,125.59 

Cash  on  Hand  1,696,275.64 

6,379,401.23 


SUMMARY 

Total  Revenue  Receipts  65,746,664.56 

Total  Non-Revenue  Receipts  31,100,000.00 

Total  Receipts  68,846,664.56 

Total  Cash  Balance  at  Beginning  of  Period  3,854,696.14 

Cash  Adjustments  252,236.99 

72,953,597.69 

Total  Revenue  Payments 65,405,090.01 

Total  Non-Revenue  Payments  4,683,125.59 

Total  Payments  70,088,215.60 

Total  Cash  Balance  on  Hand  2,860,152.28 

Cash  Adjustments  5,229.81 

72,953,597.69 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CITY  CLERK 

Office  of  the  City  Clerk 
January  1,  1971 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Mayor 
and  the  Board  of  Aldermen 

Gentlemen: 

The  following  is  respectfully  submitted  as  the  one  hundredth 
Annual  Report  of  the  City  Clerk  of  Somerville,  and  is  for  the  year 
ending  ending  December  31,  1971. 

The  receipts  and  payments  were  as  follows: 

For  dog  licenses  issued  in  1971: 

143  males  at  $2.00  ( 286.00) 

1535  males  at  $3.00  (4,605.00)  $4,891.00 

34  females  at  $5.00  ( 170.00) 

345  females  at  $6.00  (2,070.00)  2,240.00 

62  spayed  at  $2.00  ( 124.00) 

730  spayed  at  $3.00  (2,190.00)  2,314.00 

6 kennel  at  $10.00  60.00 

6 transfer  at  $.25  1.50 

2 male  (guide  dogs — free)  $ 9,506.50 


For  hunting  and  fishing  licenses  issued  in  1971: 

1029  fishing  at  $5.25  5,402.25 

212  hunting  at  $5.25  1,113.00 

218  sporting  at  $8.25  1,798.50 

102  minor  fishing  at  $3.25  331.50 

72  female  fishing  at  $4.25  306.00 
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6 alien  fishing  at  $9.75  58.50 

1 special  non-resident  fishing  at  $5.25  5.25 

1 non-resident  citizen  hunting  at  $16.25  16.25 

14  duplicate  at  $.50  7.00 

4 archery  satmps  at  $1.10  4.40  9,042.65 


Recording  mortgages,  assignments,  etc 6,034.94 

Certificate  of  marriage  intentions, 

including  postage  2,531.98 

Furnishing  copies  of  records  7,019.36 

Licenses: 

auctioneers,  19  at  $2.00;  2 at  $10.00  58.00 

billiard,  pool  tables  and  bowling  alleys, 

39  licenses  for  3 billiard  tables,  6 pool 

tables,  31  bowling  alleys  at  $3.00  117.00 

cut  meat  and  sausage,  1 at  $50.00  50.00 

drivers,  384  at  $1.00  384.00 

stationary  engines,  2 at  $1.00  . 2.00 

garage,  1 at  $20.00  20.00 

garage  renewals  700.00 

hackney  carriages,  86  at  $5.00  430.00 

junk  and  secondhand  licenses: 

collect  junk,  4 at  $15.00  60.00 

junk  shops,  20  at  $35.00  700.00 

lodging  house,  1 at  $2.00  2.00 

outdoor  parking,  7 at  $10.00  70.00 

secondhand  auto  dealers, 

36  at  $25.00 

3 at  $50.00  1,050.00 

slaughtering,  1 at  $1.00  1.00 

street  musicians,  4 at  $.50 2.00 

storage  of  explosives, 

1 at  $40.00 

2 at  $10.00  60.00 

storage  of  explosives,  renewals  4,520.00 

taxi  stand  licenses,  44  at  $5.00  220.00 
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permits  for  projections  over  the  sidewalk, 

4 plastic  signs 

10  illuminated  signs 
2 double-face  signs 

5 miscellaneous  signs 


21  at  $5.00  105.00 

copies  of  ordinances 93.25 

copies  of  city  charter  4.50 

copies  of  municipal  manual 60.00 

fees  for  registered  mail  notices  16.39 

postage  .74 

advertising  fees 70.00 

duplicate  of  dog  license  tags 10.55 

pole  locations  145.50 

gas  mains 10.80 

physicians  registrations  3.00 

blank  forms 10.60 

raffle  and  bazaar  permits 170.00 

beano  permits 200.00 

re-imbursements  for  check  book 9.31 


PAYMEMTS 

To  the  City  Treasurer  for  dog  licenses  in  1971: 


143  males  at  $2.00  ( 286.00) 

1535  males  at  $3.00  (4,605.00)  4,891.00 

34  females  at  $5.00  ( 170.00) 

345  females  at  $6.00  ( 2,070.00)  2,240.00 

62  spayed  at  $2.00  ( 124.00) 

730  spayed  at  $3.00  (2,190.00)  2,314.00 

6  kennel  at  $10.00  60.00 

6 transfers  at  $.25  1.50 

2 male  (guide  dogs — ^free)  


$24,941.92 


9,506.50 
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less  City  Clerk’s  fees, 

2183  at  $.25  ( 545.75) 

678  at  $.35  ( 237.30)  783.05 

To  the  Commissioners  on  Fisheries  and  Game 
for  hunting  licenses,  etc.,  in  1971: 

1029  fishing  at  $5.25  5,402.25 

212  hunting  at  $5.25  1,113.00 

218  sporting  at  $8.25  1,798.50 

102  minor  fishing  at  $3.25  331.50 

72  female  fishing  at  $4.25  306.00 

6 alien  fishing  at  $9.75  58.50 

1 special  non-resident  fishing  at  $5.25  5.25 

1 non-resident  citizen  hunting  at  $16.25  16.25 

14  duplicate  at  $.50  7.00 

4 archery  stamps  at  $1.10  4.40 

9,042.65 

less  City  Clerk’s  fees, 

1641  at  $.25  410.25 

4 stamps  at  $.10  .40  410.65  8,632.00 

To  City  Treasurer  monthly: 

All  the  receipts  above  specified  except  for 

hunting  licenses  and  dog  licenses  24,941.92 

$42,297.37 

LICENSES  AND  PERMITS 

Besides  the  licenses  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  list  of  receipts,  licenses 
and  permits  have  been  granted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  without  charge, 
as  follows: 

Parade  with  music  in  streets  2 

Outdoor  Concert  ! 1 

Block  Party 1 

Permit  to  use  Grounds  for  Peace 1 
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Number  of  births  in  Somerville  reported  by  physicians  for  1971; 


Males 240 

Females  252 

492 


1970 

The  following  is  a statement  in  full  of  the  births  for  1970; 


Number  of  births  in  Somerville  in  1970  694 

Males 364 

Females  330 

694 

Number  of  births  in  other  places  in  1970  registered  1100 

1794 

Born  of  American  Parents  1353 

Born  of  Foreign  Parents  258 

Born  of  American  Father,  Foreign  Mother  62 

Born  of  Foreign  Father,  American  Mother 81 

Bom  of  American  Mother,  Father  Unknown  39 

Bom  of  Foreign  Mother,  Father  Unknown  1 

1794 

Number  of  twins  in  1970  registered  24 


1971 

MARRIAGES 


Number  of  intentions  issued  in  1971  1128 

Less  than  previous  year  11 

Number  of  marriages  registered  in  1971  1334 

Less  than  previous  year  26 

Both  parties  American 1119 

Both  parties  Foreign  80 

American  Bride  and  Foreign  Groom  66 

American  Groom  and  Foreign  Bride  69 


Total 


1334 


32 


First  marriage 

Second  marriage 

Third  marriage 

Fourth  marriage 2 

Fifth  marriage  ^ 

Total  2668 

Total  marriages  for  the  year  1971  1334 

DEATHS 

Number  of  deaths  in  Somerville  in  1971  1125 

Died  in  City  625 

Died  out  of  City 502 

1125 

Stillbirths (2) 

Males 587 

Females 538 

1125 

Age  of  the  oldest  person  who  died  in  Somerville  102. 

#624-73  was  the  last  record  figured  in  the  annual  report. 

BOND  ANTICIPATION  NOTES  ISSUED  IN  1971 

March  1,  1971 

$250,000.00  @ 2.75%  Interest  payable  at  maturity  July  1,  1971  for 
WEST  SOMERVILLE  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL. 

July  1,  1971 

$750,000.00  @ 4.00%  Interest  payable  at  maturity  October  6,  1971  for 
WEST  SOMERVILLE  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL. 

October  19,  1971 

$225,000.00  @ 3V4%  Interest  payable  at  maturity  December  21,  1971  for 
$125,000.00  for  WEST  SOMERVILLE  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 
50,000.00  for  POPE  SCHOOL  ADDITION 
50,000.00  for  REMODELING  HIGH  SCHOOL 

December  13,  1971 

$150,000.00  @ 3V^%  Interest  payable  at  maturity  April  20,  li.  for 
WEST  SOMERVILLE  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

TREASURER  AND  COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Mayor 
and  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
of  the  City  of  Somerville 

Gentlemen: 

I herewith  present  the  annual  report  of  the  City  Treasurer  and 
Collector  of  Taxes  for  the  calendar  year  1971. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mary  O’Leary 

City  Treasurer 
and  Collector  of  Taxes 


STATEMENT  OF  CASH  RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS 


CALENDAR  YEAR 

1971 

Revenue 

NonRevenue 

Cash  Balance 

Funds 

Funds 

Totals 

January  1,  1971 

. $ 825,294.91 

$ 3,029,401.23 

$ 3,854,696.14 

Receipts 

65,746,664.56 

3,100,000.00 

68,846,664.56 

Cash  Adjustment 

2,236.99 

250,000.00 

252,236.96 

$66,574,196.43 

$ 6,379,401.23 

$72,953,597.66 

Disbursements 

Revenue  Payments 

Cash  on  Hand 
January  1,  1972 

65,405,090.01 

4,683,125.59 

70,088,215.60 

$ 1,169,106.42 

$ 1,696,275.64 

$ 2,865,382.06 
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SCHEDULE  OF  TAX  LIENS 
ASSESSMENT  AND  VALUATIONS 

Assessed  Valuation  — 1971  REAL  and  PERSONAL 

Equalized  Valuation  — 1971 
as  determined  by  State  Tax  Commission 

Motor  Vehicle  Valuation  — 1971  $ 66.00  per  1000 

Real  Estate  and  Personal  Property 
Tax  Rate  — 1971  $177.30  per  1000 

Committed  for  Collection  1971 
Reel  Estate  Taxes 

Water  Liens 
Building  Codes 

TOTAL  REAL  ESTATE 

Personal  Property  Taxes  — 1971 

1971  Real  and  Personal  Tax  Levy 

Water  Departmental  Accounts 

Committed  for  Collection  in  1971  

Other  Departmental  Accounts 

Committed  for  Collection  in  1971  

TOTAL  AMOUNT  COMMITTED 

State  Assessment 

For  City  in  1971  

County  Tax  Assessment 

For  City  in  1971  

County  Hospital  Assessment 

For  City  in  1971  


$138,388,300.00 

343.043.82 


22.028.390.28 

46.437.40 

1,985.00 

$ 22.076,812.68 

2,507,855.31 


871,809.96 

232,308.06 
$ 25,688,786.01 

3,588,444.35 

1,364,866.30 

77,085.07 


TOTAL  ASSESSMENTS 


$ 5,030,395.72 
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MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAXES  COMMITTED  IN  1971 


Comm. 

Dote 

Amount 

#1 

5-4-71  

$1,000,465.26 

2 

7-28-71  

123,855.50 

3 

10-14-71 

227,068.53 

4 

12-2-71  

5,616.83 

5 

12-14-71 

82,343.25 

6 

12-15-71 

481.80 

TOTAL 

$1,439,831.17 

1970 

MOTOR  VEHICLE 

EXCISE  TAXES  COMMITTED 

IN  1971 

2-16-71  

$ 10,188.57 

3-12-71  

79,576.92 

5-14-71  

7,432.30 

11-18-71  

1,299.38 

TOTAL 

$ 98,497.17 

TOTALS 

$1,538,328.34 

TEMPORARY  LOANS  IN 

1971  IN  ANTICIPATION  OF 

REVENUE 

Dote  of  1 

Note  Due  Dote 

Rote 

Face  Amount 

1-29-71 

11-4-71 

1,000,000. 

@ 

2.75% 

$ 1,000,000. 

2-10-71 

11-19-71 

1,000.000. 

@ 

2.75% 

1,000,000. 

2-26-71 

11-16-71 

lOOM 

@ 

2.19% 

1,000,000. 

150M 

@ 

2.24% 

250M 

@ 

2.45% 

250M 

@ 

2.28% 

250M 

@ 

2.40% 

3-9-71 

11-18-71 

1,000,000. 

@ 

2.48% 

2,000,000. 

1,000,000. 

@ 

2.50% 

'3-26-71 

11-19-71 

1,250,000. 

@ 

2.56% 

1,500,000. 
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250,000. 

@ 

2.55% 

4-7-71 

11-15-71 

750M 

@ 

2.80% 

2,000,000. 

500M 

@ 

2.75% 

50OM 

@ 

2.75% 

lOOM 

@ 

2.72% 

150M 

@ 

2.73% 

4-23-71 

11-23-71 

1,300.000. 

@ 

3.25% 

2,000,000. 

500,000. 

@ 

3.25% 

200M 

@ 

3.00% 

5-10-71 

11-23-71 

1,000,000. 

@ 

4.01% 

2,000,000. 

500M 

@ 

3.90% 

250M 

@ 

3.69% 

lOOM 

@ 

3.45% 

150M 

@ 

3.50% 

6-1-71 

11-29-71 

1,500,000. 

@ 

3.69% 

1,500,000. 

6-22-71 

12-16-71 

500M 

@ 

3.90% 

2,000,000. 

500M 

@ 

4.00% 

250M 

@ 

4.10% 

500M 

@ 

3.98% 

250M 

@ 

3.99% 

7-28-71 

12-16-71 

1,000,000. 

@ 

3.58% 

1,000,000. 

8-4-71 

12-29-71 

1,000,000. 

@ 

3.64% 

1,000,000. 

8-31-71 

12-16-71 

1,000,000. 

@ 

3.19% 

1,000,000. 

200M 

@ 

3.00% 

1,000,000. 

800M 

@ 

3.00% 

12-16-71 

12-29-71 

5,000,000. 

@ 

3.00% 

5,000,000. 

TOTAL 

$25,000,000. 

SCHEDULE  Of  OUTSTANDING  FUNDED  DEBT 
AS  OF 

DECEMBER  31,  1971 
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Interest 

[>ate  of 

Due 

Amount 

Description  of  Issue 

Rate 

Issue 

Date 

Due 

Municipal  Garage  Loan  #1  .. 

2.00% 

10-1-1952 

1972 

$ 30,000.00 

Municipal  Garage  Loan  #2  .... 

2.40% 

4-1-1953 

1973 

10,000.00 

Elementary  School  Loan 

2.20% 

12-1-1953 

1973 

110,000.00 

School  Loan 

2.00% 

1-1-1955 

1975 

80,000.00 

Incinerator  Loan  #1 

3.40% 

10-1-1958 

1978 

70,000.00 

Incinerator  Loan  #2  

3.10% 

3-1-1959 

1979 

440,000.00 

Departmental  Equipment  Loan 

3.40% 

9-1-1968 

1973 

160,000.00 

School  Remodeling  Loan 

5.60% 

8-1-1969 

1983 

810,000.00 

LOANS  OUTSIDE  STATUTORY  DEBT 

LIMIT 

TOTAL  OF  LOANS  INSIDE  DEBT  LIMIT 

$1,710,000.00 

Stadium  Loan  

2.70% 

10-1-1953 

1973 

10,000.00 

Elementary  School  Loan  #1  . .. 

3.10% 

10-1-1964 

1983 

1,410,000.00 

Urban  Renewal  Loan  

5.60% 

8-1-1969 

1986 

820,000.00 

School  Project  Loan 

5.60% 

9-1-1970 

1989 

3,550,000.00 

TOTAL 

FUNDED 

DEBT 

$5,790,000.00 

PROJECTED  ANNUAL  FUNDED  DEBT  AND  INTEREST 

PAYMENTS 

AS  OF 

DECEMBER  31,  1971 

1972  $ 780,000.00 

$ 

359,267.50 

$ 1,139,267.50 

1973  750,000.00 

325,737.50 

1,075,737.50 

1974  605,000.00 

293,227.50 

898,227.50 

1975  605,000.00 

264,662.50 

869,662.50 

1976  585,000.00 

236,297.50 

821,297.50 

1977  585,000.00 

208,132.50 

793,132.50 

1978  430,000.00 

179,967.50 

609,967.50 
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1979 

42(),()0().0() 

160,357.50 

580,357.50 

1980 

365.()()().()() 

141,940.00 

506,940.00 

1981 

365.()()().()0 

124,375.00 

489,375.00 

1982 

365,000.00 

106,810.00 

471.810.00 

1983 

365,000.00 

89,245.00 

454.245.00 

1984 

250,000.00 

71,680.00 

32 1 .680.00 

1985 

250,000.00 

57,680.00 

307,680.00 

1986 

230,000.00 

43,680.00 

273.680.00 

1987 

200,000.00 

30,800.00 

230.800.00 

1988 

200,000.00 

19,600.00 

219.600.00 

1989 

150,000.00 

8,400.00 

158,400.00 

fOrAL 

$ 

7,500,000.00 

$ 

2,721,860.00 

$10,221,860.00 

PROJECTED  ANNUAL 

FUNDED  DEBT  AND 

INTEREST 

TO  BE 

PAID 

IN  1972 

Month  Due 

Bond  Amount 

Interest  on  Bonds 

Total 

January 

$ 

20,000.00 

$ 

800.00 

$ 

20.800.00 

February 

45,640.00 

45.640.00 

March 

55,000.00 

108,940.00 

163.940.00 

April 

May 

June 

5,000.00 

23,600.00 

28,600.00 

1,210.00 

1,210.00 

July 

600.00 

600.00 

August 

200,000.00 

45,640.00 

245,640.00 

September 

280,000.00 

108,087.50 

388,087.50 

October 

165,000.00 

23,540.00 

188,540.00 

November 

IDecember 

55,000.00 

1,210.00 

56,210.00 

roiAis 

$ 

780,000.00 

$ 

359,267.50 

$ 

1,139,267.50 

39 


REPORT  OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  ELECTION  COMMMISSIONERS 

January. 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Mayor 
and  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
of  the  City  of  Somerville 

Ghn  tlemen: 

The  Board  of  Election  Commissioners  respectfully  submits  the 
following  report  for  the  year  1971. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Maureen  S.  Amaral,  Chairman 
Eva  Bellini 

Salvatore  P.  Casparriello 
Earle  E.  Coke,  Secretary 

REGISTRATION 

Before  the  City  Preliminary  Election  in  October  registration 
was  held  in  the  office  at  City  Hall,  beginning  on  January  2nd  and 
continuing  until  September  15,  1971  from  8:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 
every  day  except  Saturday,  also  on  Wednesday,  September  8th; 
Thursday,  September  9th;  Friday,September  13th;  and  Tuesday, 
September  14th  from  7:00  to  9:00  p.m.  Last  day  of  Registration 
on  Wednesday,  September  15th  from  8:30  a.m.  to  10:00  p.m.  at 
City  Hall. 
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OUTSIDE  REGISTRATIONS  WERE  AS  FOLLOWS: 

Wednesday,  September  8th 

East  Somerville  Branch  Library  and  Union  Square  Library 
Thursday,  September  9th 

Union  Square  Library  and  College  Avenue  Library 
Friday,  September  10th 

Fire  Station,  corner  of  Somerville  Avenue  and  Lowell  Street 

Mcnday,  September  13th 
Winter  Hill  Library 


SESSIONS  FROM  MOBILE  UNIT 
(Truck) 


Friday,  September  10th 

at  St.  Poly  carp’s  School  yard 

Saturday,  September  11th 
at  Union  Square 

Monday,  September  13th 
at  Davis  Square 

As  of  January  1,  1971  there  were  37,867  names  on  the  Voting 


List,  3,858  names  were  added  to  the  Voting 

List  as  follows: 

Men 

Women 

Totol 

from  January  2 to  September  8,  1971 

1524 

1318 

2842 

September  9 to  September  15: 

City  Hall  (days) 

183 

210 

393 

(evenings) 

202 

247 

449 

Mobile  Unit  (Truck) 

62 

112 

174 

3858 
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As  of  September  15,  1972  total  voters  were:  41,725 

After  the  Preliminary  Election  October  5,  1971,  registration 
was  held  daily  Thursday,  October  7th  from  8:30  a.m.  to  4:30 
p.m.;  Friday,  October  8th  and  Tuesday,  October  12th  from  8:30 
a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  and  from  7:00  to  9:00  p.m.  and  on  the  last  day 
of  registration  Wednesday,  October  13th  from  8:30  a.m.  to  10:00 
p.m.  at  City  Hall  only. 

Seven  hundred  three  names  were  added  to  the  voting  list. 

Men  Women  Total 

October  7th  to  13th,  1971  299  404  703 

Total  registration  through  October  13th,  1971  is: 

Men  Women  Total 

24,166  18,262  42,428 

Included  in  the  above  registration  figures  is  the  following  total 
registration  for  18,  19  and  20  year  old  voters: 


18  year  of  age  768 

19  year  of  age  584 

20  year  of  age  502 


1854  registered  voters 

The  above  figures  represent  the  first  registration  of  18,  19  and 
20  year  old  as  eligible  voters.  Notification  of  the  Amendment  to 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  1971  extended  the  right  to 
vote  in  all  national,  state  and  local  election  to  persons  18,  19  and 
20  years  of  age. 

NOMINATION  PAPERS 

The  Board  of  Election  Commissioners  reveived  five  hundred 
and  forty  three  (543)  nomination  papers  of  which  twelve  thousand 
eight  hundred  fifty  five  ( 12,855)  names  were  certified.  On  a 
petition  “For  an  Initiative  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  pro- 
viding money  from  the  Highway  Fund  for  Mass.  Transportation 
Purposes*’  one  thousand  nine  hundred  fifty  four  (1954)  signatures 
were  certified. 


42 


JURORS 

In  accordance  with  Chapter  234  of  the  General  Laws,  as 
amended  by  Chapter  21 1 of  the  Acts  of  1924,  the  Election  Com- 
missioners prepared  a list  of  the  inhabitants  of  Somerville,  liable 
to  serve  as  jurors. 

The  Board  has  established  a system  whereby  each  person  pro- 
visionally selected  for  jury  service,  fills  out  a questionnaire  and 
appears  before  the  Board  at  the  office  and  makes  oath  to  the 
statements  contained  therein.  This  gives  the  Board  an  opportunity 
to  meet  each  individual  and  note,  if  any,  his  physical  defects  or 
disability  to  render  the  county  the  service  that  would  be  required 
from  him  as  a juror.  These  personal  examinations,  also  enable  the 
Board  to  know  the  educational  qualifications  of  each  prospective 
Juror. 

The  Jury  list  of  the  year  1971,  prepared  by  the  Board  contains 
the  names  of  one  thousand  thirteen  (1013)  prospective  jurors. 


EXPENSES 

The  expenses  for  the  Election  Department  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1971  were  as  follows: 

Board  of  Election  Commissioners  $ 84,918.83 

Pay  of  Election  Officers  20,256.00 


$105,174.83 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Mayor 
and  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
of  the  City  of  Somerville 


Gentlemen: 

We  respectfully  submit  the  following,  which  is  a summary  of  the 
work  of  the  department  for  the  year  1971,  as  the  twenty-third 
annual  report  for  the  Board  of  Health. 


RECORD  OF  LICENSES  and  PERMITS  ISSUED 

Slaughter  Poultry  — One  application  for  a permit  to  slaughter 
poultry  under  the  provision  of  Section  139a  of  Chapter  679 
of  the  General  Laws,  was  received  and  granted. 

A fee  of  $1.00  was  charged. 

and  Crease  Collecting  — One  application  for  a permit  to 
collect  grease  and  melting  was  received  and  was  granted. 

A fee  of  $2.00  was  charged. 

Massage  — Four  licenses  were  issued  for  the  practice  of  Massage. 
A fee  of  $5.00  per  license  was  charged. 

Bottling  — Two  licenses  to  engage  in  the  business  of  bottling 
carbonated  beverages,  soda  water  and  mineral  water  were 
granted. 

A fee  of  $20.00  per  license  is  charged  for  each,  of  which 
$10.00  is  paid  to  the  State  Public  Health. 
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Nursing  Homes  — In  accordance  with  Sections  71  and  73  of  the 
Chapter  111  of  the  General  Laws,  1 1 applications  for  the 
renewal  of  licenses  to  operate  Convalescent  or  Nursing  Homes 
for  the  aged  were  approved  by  the  Health  Officer  and  Milk 
Inspector  and  Board  Members  and  forwarded  to  the  State 
Department  of  Public  Health  for  licenses. 


Funeral  Directors  — In  aceordance  with  Chapter  1 1 2 of  General 
Laws,  Section  83,  28  Funeral  Directors  have  been  registered 
as  Funeral  Directors  and  are  qualified  to  be  licensed  as  Funeral 
Directors  by  the  State  Public  Health  and  local  Public  Health. 
No  fee  is  charged. 


Day  Care  — Tfiere  are  three  Day  Care  centers  licensed  by  the 
State  and  the  City  of  Somerville. 


BIOLOGICALS  SUPPLIES  and  DIAGNOSTIC  TEST  OUTFITS 


The  Health  Department  continued  as  the  distributing  center  for 
all  biologic  supplies  and  diagnostic  test  outfits,  with  sub-stations 
at  the  following  locations: 


Health  Clinic 
Reed  Drug  Store 
Lepore  Pharmacy 


— Public  Works  Building 

— Davis  Square 

— 725  Broadway 


Union  Square  Pharmacy  — 23  Union  Square 


Apothecary  Hall 
Janar  Pharmacy 
Central  Hospital 


— 152  Highland  Avenue 

— 497  Broadway 

— Central  Street 
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BIOLOGICALS: 

Diphtheria.  Tetanus,  Pertussis  Antigen 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  (Adult) 

Diphtheria  and  Antitoxin 

Immune  Serum  Globulin 

Measles 

Old  Tuberculin 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccine 

Smallpox 

Tetanus  Toxoid 

Typhoid 

Mumps 

German  Measles 


DIAGNOSTICS  TEST  OUTFITS: 

Throat  Cultures 
Wasserman  Tubes 
Undulant  Fever 
Enteric  Cultures 
(jonorrhea  Smear 
Tine  Test 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  - 1971 
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MORTALITY 

There  were  624  deaths  and  3 stillbirths  during  the  year  1971, 


as  specified  in  the  following  tables: 

Deaths  at  Central  Hospital  124 

Deaths  at  Somerville  Hospital  233 

Deaths  at  Home  for  Aged,  Highland  Avenue  15 

Deaths  at  Other  Institutions  70 


DEATHS  BY 

AGES 

Mole 

Female 

Totals 

Under  One  Year 

2 

3 

5 

One  to  Five  Years 

0 

0 

0 

Five  to  Ten  Years 

0 

0 

0 

Ten  to  Fifteen  Years 

1 

1 

2 

Fifteen  to  Twenty  Years 

2 

2 

4 

Twenty  to  Thirty  Years 

7 

2 

9 

Thirty  to  Forty  Years 

5 

4 

9 

Forty  to  Fifty  Years 

20 

17 

37 

Fifty  to  Sixty  Years 

44 

27 

71 

Sixty  to  Seventy  Years 

84 

45 

129 

Seventy  to  Eighty  Years 

82 

91 

173 

Eighty  to  Ninety  Years 

51 

95 

146 

Ninety  to  One  Hundred  Years 

12 

26 

37 

Over  One  Hundred  Years 

0 

1 

1 

310 

314 

624 

Deaths 

During  the 

Last  10  Years 

1962 

719 

1967 

716 

1963 

750 

1968 

696 

1964 

663 

1969 

682 

1965 

703 

1970 

696 

1966 

714 

1971 

624 
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Infant  Deaths  — 1971 

There  were  5 deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  during  the 
year  as  shown  in  the  following: 


Prematurity  3 

Congenital  1 

Pneumonia  1 


IMMUNIZATION  CLINICS  FOR  1971 


Total 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

Booster 

Diphtheria,  Pertussis  and  Tetanus 

808 

202 

169 

184 

253 

Polio  Drinks  

803 

232 

231 

138 

202 

Measles 

332 

Mumps 

371 

German  Measles 

408 

Tuberculin  Tests  

193 

Eye  Tests  

11 

Total  Immunized 

2926 

434 

400 

322 

454 

RECAPITULATIONS  OF  VISITS  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSES 


Tuberculosis  170 

Contagious  Diseases  191 

Miscellaneous  488 

Infant  Hygiene  374 

Clinics  460 


Totals 


1683 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Tuberculosis,  all  forms  reported,  totaled  9 patients. 

There  were  4 of  these  patients  admitted  to  Middlesex  County 
Hospital,  in  1971. 

Total  Attendance  at  Clinic,  1971  193 

Average  Attendance  Per  Clinic  12 

Age  and  Sex  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  Reported 

M F Totol 

Unded  15  Years  of  Age  0 0 0 

15  Years  to  20  Years  of  Age 0 1 1 

20  Years  to  30  Years  of  Age  112 

30  Years  to  40  Years  of  Age 0 0 0 

Over  40  Years  of  Age 4 2 6 

Totals  5 4 9 

Clinics  for  x-ray  and  examination  of  patients  and  contacts  are 
by  appointment  only. 
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SCHOOL  REPORT  - 1971 

Following  is  a summary  of  the  pupils  that  were  given  the  Group 
Pure  Tone  Hearing  Test  that  was  given  in  all  schools  in  Grades 
1-4-7-10. 

Number  of  Pupils  Tested  3670 

Number  of  Pupil  Failures  351 

Notices  Sent  to  Guardian  139 

Consultation  with  Teacher  2 

Consultation  with  Medical  Inspector  0 

Number  of  Re-Tests  569 

Number  of  Final  Failures  199 

• 

Listed  below  is  a summary  of  routine  Health  procedures  com- 
pleted by  the  School  doctors  and  School  nurses. 

Statistics  are  as  follows: 

Measles  234 

Mumps  131 

Polio  0 

Rubella 429 

Tine  Tests  3,085 

Physical  Exams 6,856 

Referred  For  Further  Diagnosis  0 

Completed  Refferal  by  Private  Physician  0 

Notices  Sent  to  Guardian  6,062 

Consultation  with  Teachers  3,563 

Consultation  with  Medical  Inspector  164 

Total  Number  of  Pupils  Seen  77,539 

Treatments  Given  in  School 7,723 


5t 


REPORT  OF  CIVIL  DEFINSE  DEPARTMENT 

The  coordination  of  all  resources  of  the  Commonwealth  to  avert 
or  combat  the  effects  of  disaster,  natural  or  man-made  is  the  sole 
responsibility  of  Civil  Defense  Agencies.  Through  its  efforts,  you 
can  and  will  survive  and  recover  from  disasters,  whether  they  be 
from  hurricane,  tornado,  fire,  flood  or  nuclear  attack.  The  civil 
defense  agency  is  concerned  with  you  as  an  individual  and  in  your 
ability  to  be  prepared  to  survive  and  as  such,  it  merits  your  whole- 
hearted support. 

Chief  Thomas  J.  O’Brien  reports  the  Somerville  Police  Auxiliary 
logged  more  than  1 1 ,422  hours  of  s'^rvice  assisting  police  in  the 
year  1971. 

For  the  Somerville  Civil  Defense  Department,  1971  proved 
successful  in  receiving  and  being  awarded  a 50%  matching  grant 
for  the  city’s  Civil  Defense  program.  The  grant,  awarded  to  the 
city  by  the  Personnel  and  Administration  Program  of  the  Federal 
Office  of  Civil  Defense  will  reimburse  Somerville  for  50%  of  its 
Civil  Defense  expenses.  This  amounts  to  approximately  $10,000 
annually  being  returned  to  the  city.  The  city’s  Department  of  CivD 
Defense  has  also  obtained  federal  surplus  equipment  valued  at 
$30,000  at  a cost  to  the  city  of  $2,000.  The  equipment,  to  be 
used  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works,  includes  a forklift,  dump- 
truck,  vans,  pick-up  trucks,  trailer  and  compressor. 

The  Somerville  Civil  Defense  Ambulance  Squad  provided  emer- 
gency transportation  and  treatment  to  the  citizens  of  Somerville 
at  no  cost  to  the  individuals.  They  received  numerous  commenda- 
tions from  persons  who  were  aided  in  times  of  emergency  by  trans- 
port to  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  and  the  city’s  Somerville 
and  Central  Hospitals.  They  are  on  a stand-by  basis  from  7:00 
p.m.  to  Midnight  at  their  quarters  at  the  Public  Works  Building 
Monday  through  Saturday. 

The  Ambulance  Squad  has  a complement  of  eight  men  and  all 
members  hold  Advanced  First  Aid  cards  and  are  trained  in  every 
facet  of  ambulance  work.  Their  ambulance  is  radio-equipped  with 
its  base  station  at  their  headquarters.  The  Ambulance  crew  re- 
sponded to  a total  of  111  calls  in  1971,  responding  to  15  working 
fires,  15  second  alarms  and  1 third  alarm.  The  ambulance  was 
also  utilized  at  the  Annual  Park  Department  Track  Meet  at  Trum 
Field  on  August  10,  1971.  A total  of  2300  manhours  of  standby 
time  in  quarters  and  approximately  300  manhours  at  fires  were 
expended  by  the  crew  of  the  Civil  Defense  Department. 

Respectfully  yours, 

John  A.  McInerny 
Director 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LAW  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Mayor 
and  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
of  the  City  of  Somerville 


Gentlemen; 

I am  pleased  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Law  Depart- 
ment for  the  year  1971. 

The  department’s  records  indicate  a decrease  from  the  previous 
year  in  the  number  of  claims  made  against  the  city  for  damages 
sustained  by  reason  of  highway  defects  and  against  city  employees 
in  the  operation  of  city  vehicles.  The  volume  of  trial  work  in  the 
Superior  Courts  also  decreased  as  a consequence  of  the  backlog 
of  cases;  however,  due  to  the  implementation  of  the  remanding 
statute,  the  number  of  District  Court  cases  assigned  for  trial  in- 
creased. Settlements  were  effected  whenever  they  appeared  to  be 
in  the  best  interest  of  the  city  and  its  employees. 

The  department  was  also  actively  engaged  in  numerous  hearings 
before  the  Appellate  Tax  Board  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Assessors, 
before  the  Division  of  Civil  Service  on  employee  matters,  and 
before  the  Federal  Court  on  civil  rights  proceedings. 

Actions  were  instituted  in  behalf  of  the  city  to  recover  for  dam- 
ages to  city  property  caused  by  outside  agencies  and  for  violations 
of  the  zoning  ordinance.  Opinions,  of  course,  were  rendered  to 
various  department  heads  and  boards  as  requested. 

I would  like  to  express  the  department’s  appreciation  for  the 
cooperation  and  assistance  extended  to  this  office  by  the  officers 
and  employees  of  the  city  with  whom  the  department  enjoyed  such 
cordial  relations  during  the  year. 


Respectfully  yours, 


Laurence  J.  Bloom 
City  Solicitor 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Mayor 
and  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
of  the  City  of  Somerville 

Drak  Sirs: 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Somerville 
Public  IJbrary  is  herewith  respectfully  submitted  and  appended 
thereto,  and  forming  a part  of  it,  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Librar- 
ian, which  details  the  growth  and  operation  of  the  library  for  the 
past  year. 


Very  respectfully, 

Rev.  Msgr.  Timothy  F.  O’Leary 
President,  Board  of  Trustees 


AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  FORM 
FOR  UNIFORM  STATISTICS 

City;  Somerville  County:  Middlesex  State:  Massachusetts 

Name  of  Library;  The  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Somerville 
Date  of  Founding:  1872 

Name  of  Librarian;  John  T.  Mackey,  Acting  Librarian 
Report  of  the  Fiscal  Year  Ending;  December  31,  1971 
Governmental  Unit  of  Support  and  Service:  City 
Population  Served:  1970  Census  — 87,047 
Terms  of  Use:  Free  for  Lending  — Free  for  Reference 


Agencies:  Central  Library  1 

Branch  in  Library  Building  2 

Branch  in  Rented  Room  2 

Station  in  Rented  Room  1 

Others,  in  schools  223 

in  institutions  4 

playgrounds,  rest  homes,  etc 60 


Total 


293 
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CIRCULATION  AND  USE: 

Number  of  volumes  of  adult  non-fiction  lent  for  home  use  42,177 

Number  of  volumes  of  adult  fiction  lent  for  home  use  59,442 

Number  of  volumes  of  juveniles  lent  for  home  use  226,151 

Total  number  of  volumes  lent  for  home  use  327,770 

Period  of  loan  for  the  majority  of  adult  book  stock  14  days 

Number  of  inter-library  loans:  Volume  lent  60 

Volumes  borrowed  37 

Number  of  reference  questions  answered  23,924 

Total  number  of  records  lent  for  home  use  6,048 


REGISTRATION 

Adult 

Juvenile 

Total 

Total  number  of  registered  borrowers 

9,845 

8,141 

17,986 

Borrowers  registered  during  year  

Registration  Period:  three  years 

3,749 

2,694 

6,443 

BOOKSTOCK 

Adult 

Juvenile 

Totol 

Number  of  volumes  December  31,  1970  

100,319 

75,202 

175,521 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  year  

6,369 

5,318 

11,687 

Number  of  volumes  withdrawn  during  year 

6,343 

4,335 

10,678 

Number  of  volumes  December  31,  1971  

100,345 

76,185 

176,530 

Number  of  newspapers  currently  received  excluding  duplicates 19 

Number  of  periodicals  currently  received  excluding  duplicates  224 


Number  of  newspapers  currently  received  excluding  duplicates 19 

Number  of  periodicals  currently  received  excluding  duplicates  224 


FINANCE 

Assessed  Valuation  of  the  City  (Real  Estate)  — $124,243,600.00 


City  Tax  Rate  for  1971  — $177.30  per  $1,000.00 

RECEIPTS 

Local  Taxation  $392,852.37 

Library  Department: 

Fines  included  in  above  $ 4,193.31 

Dog  Licenses  included  in  above  9,506.50 


Invested  Funds: 

Balance  1970  10,075.99 

Income  1971  2,166.70 


State  Grant 

1970  Balances: 

Ordinary  Maintenance  8,670.87 

Personal  Services  0 

Equipment  677.37 


Total 


EXPENDITURES 

l ibrary  Department: 
Salaries 

Books:  Appropriation 
Funds 


Music 

Periodicals 

Binding 

Other  Operating  Expenses; 
Appropriation 
Funds 


$310,348.42 

37,031.47 

50.00  37,081.47 


488.50 

4,134.63 

1,186.04 

11,642.06 

255.70  11,897.76 


Total 


TRANSFER  TO  OTHER  DEPARTMENTS 

Personal  Services  to  Civil  Defense 
Balance  — December,  1971 
Library  Department 
Appropriation; 

Services  31,909.95 

Ord.  Maint 10,631.37 

Equipment  163.26 

Funds  11,716.99 


MONIES  ENCUMBERED 

Ord.  Maint. 
Equipment 


4,727.86 

8.05 


55 

12,242.69 

10,000.00 

9,348.24 

$424,443.30 


$365,136.82 

150.00 


54,420.57 


4,735.91 


GRAND  TOTAL  $424,443.30 
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REPORT  OF  THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

March  3,  1972 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Mayor 
and  Board  of  Aldermen 
of  the  City  of  Somerville,  Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

I respectfully  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1971. 

ARRESTS 

Whole  number  of  Arrests  3135 

On  Summons  1024 

On  Warrants 419 

'Without  Warrants  160'’ 

3135 

Held  for  Trial 2943 

Delivered  to  Other  Departments  188 

Released  c i Waiver 4 

3135 

Males 2794 

Females 341 

3135 

Foreigners  154 

Non-Residents  1087 

Minors 696 

Juveniles  289 

Drunkenness,  released  527 
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POLICE  DEPARTMENT  PERSONNEL 

The  police  department  consists  of  one  hundred  and  forty  five 
(145)  permanent  men,  two  (2)  police  matrons,  one  (1)  senior 
account  clerk  and  stenographer,  one  (1)  senior  clerk  and  four 
(4)  telephone  operator-clerks,  one  (1)  radio  technician. 

During  the  year.  Lieutenant  Robert  P.  Ryan  passed  away.  Also, 
Deputy  Chief  Leo  J.  Gormley,  Captain  John  F.  Powers  and 
George  W.  Crosby  were  retired.  Patrolman  Nicholas  J.  Masiello, 
took  an  early  retirement. 


RANKS  IN  THE  DEPARTMENT,  LISTED  BELOW 


Chief  : 1 

Deputy  Chiefs  2 

Captains  4 

Lieutenants  8 

Sergeants  17 

Patrolmen  112 

Patrolman  Master  Mechanic  1 

145 


I wish  to  thank  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  members  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  heads  of  various  departments  and  all  members  of  the 
police  department  for  their  loyal  support,  cooperation  and  assis- 
tance during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


Thomas  J.  O’Brien 
Chief  of  Police 
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REPORT  OF  THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

During  the  year  1971  the  Somerville  Fire  Department  responded 


to  the  following  alarms:  • 

Bell  Alarms 2278 

Second  Alarms  18 

Third  Alarms  2 

Still  Alarms  2756 

Total  Alarms  5054 

The  fire  losses  for  the  year  were  as  follows: 

Buildings  $ 869,178.35  (est.) 

Contents  599,969.04  test.) 

Motor  Vehicles  25,710.00 

Total  Losses  $1,494,857.39 


The  Somerville  Fire  Department  responded  to  surrounding  cities 
in  the  Mutual  Aid  Plan  353  times.  Somerville  received  Mutual 
Aid  assistance  a total  of  479  times.  This  Mutual  Aid  assistance 
is  well  appreciated  by  all  fire  departments  and  fills  a definite  need 
during  multiple  alarm  fires. 

The  Fire  Department  used  over  87  miles  of  hose  in  fire  fighting 
operations  during  the  year. 

The  total  used: 

3,750  feet  of  3”  hose 
81,350  feet  of  IV2"  hose 
73,550  feet  of  11/2”  hose 
304,800  feet  of  booster  hose 

463,450  feet  — total  hose  used 

Ladders  totaling  15,088  feet  were  used  in  fire  fighting  operations. 

The  Fire  Prevention  Bureau  conducted  a total  of  1,887  inspec- 
tions of  dwellings,  stores  and  business  establishments.  Quarterly 
inspections  are  made  of  hospitals,  schools,  nursing  and  rest  homes. 
All  complaints  pertaining  to  fire  hazards  and  public  safety  in  the 
city  are  investigated. 
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All  hose  was  subjected  to  a pressure  test  to  detect  any  defects. 
Hose  found  to  be  defective  is  replaced  with  new  hose.  All  pumps 
were  given  their  annual  test  in  drafting  operations  to  insure  peak 
performance. 

During  the  year  1971  diesel  engines  were  installed  in  Engine  1 
and  Engine  5 Pumps  and  Ladder  2 Truck.  These  diesels  replaced 
obsolete  gasoline  engines  that  were  beyond  repair  and  should  ex- 
tend the  life  of  these  pieces  of  apparatus. 

The  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department  Francis  K .Quinlan 
died  on  April  19.  1971.  Chief  Quinlan  had  recurrent  attacks  which 
required  hospitalization  after  first  being  disabled  while  directing 
operations  at  a three  alarm  fire  in  Davis  Square  in  February  1970. 
The  Department  was  saddened  by  his  loss. 

Two  members  of  the  Department  were  pensioned  and  one  mem- 
ber resigned  during  the  year. 

The  Auxiliary  to  the  Fire  Department  provided  assistance  dur- 
ing multiple  alarms  and  at  times  of  special  emergencies  in  the  city. 

The  Auxiliary  to  the  Fire  Department  provided  assistance  during 
multiple  alarms  and  at  times  of  special  emergencies  in  the  city. 
Auxiliary  lighting  units  were  used  to  light  up  the  scene  of  fires  at 
multiple  alarms  in  Somerville  and  the  neighboring  communities  of 
Cambridge,  Medford  and  Chelsea  when  they  were  requested. 
Lighting  was  also  provided  for  the  Somerfest  Program. 

It  is  recommended  that  consideration  be  given  to  a regular 
program  of  replacement  of  apparatus  which  has  reached  an  age 
where  replacement  parts  are  unobtaniable  and  breakdown  more 
frequent.  Immediate  replacements  should  be  obtained  for: 

Engine  7 Pump  which  is  23  years  old 
Ladder  4 Truck  which  is  24  years  old 
Engine  7 Hose  Wagon  which  is  18  years  old 
Engine  4 Hose  Wagon  which  is  17  years  old 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LICENSING  COMMISSION 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Mayor 

and  the  Board  of  Aldermen 

of  the  City  of  Somerville 

Gentlemen: 

The  following  factual  information  is  respectfully  submitted  as 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Licensing  Commission  of  the  City  of 
Somerville  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1971. 

Commissioner  John  R.  Oxley  served  as  Chairman  of  the 
Licensing  Commission  for  the  year  of  1971. 

Samuel  S.  Perlman  was  appointed  by  the  Mayor  and  approved 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  sworn  in  on  June  28,  1971  as  a 
member  of  the  Licensing  Commission  for  a term  of  three  years 
replacing  Commissioner  Thomas  Kenny  whose  term  had  expired. 

Inspector  Vincent  McDonough  was  assigned  to  the  Licensing 
Commission  for  the  year  of  1971. 

Anthony  Palmer,  Board  of  Health  Inspector,  was  assigned  to 
the  Licensing  Commission  for  the  year  of  1971. 

The  Licensing  Commission  received  the  following  applications 
for  the  year  of  1971 : — 

1 —  Application  for  a transfer  of  location  and  then  for  a transfer  from  a 
corporation  to  an  individual: — They  voted  ‘GRANTED’  on  both  of 
these  applications  and  the  Alcoholic  Beverages  Contml  Commission 
voted  ‘DISAPROVED’  on  the  application  for  a transfer  of  location  and 
and  on  the  application  for  a transfer  to  an  individual  they  took  no 
action. 

2 —  Applications  for  a transfer  of  location  and  then  for  a transfer  from 
one  corporation  to  another  corporation: — They  voted  ‘GRANTED’ 
on  one  application  and  the  Alcoholic  Beverages  Control  Commission 
‘APPROVED’  same.  On  the  other  application  no  hearing  was  held  as 
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the  Somerville  Commission  received  a letter  of  opposition  from  the 
Minister  of  the  Church  which  was  within  500’  of  the  proposed  new 

3 — Applications  for  a transfer  from  one  corporation  to  another  corpo- 
ration:— They  voted  ‘GRANTED’  on  two  of  these  applications  and 
the  Alcoholic  Beverages  Control  Commission  ‘APPROVED’  them. 
The  other  application  was  withdrawn  by  the  applicant. 

1 — Application  for  a transfer  from  one  registered  pharmacist  to  another 
registered  pharmacist: — They  voted  ‘GRANTED’  on  this  application. 
An  Alcoholic  Beverages  Control  Commission  approval  not  required. 

1 —  Application  for  additional  premises: — ^They  voted  ‘GRANTED’  on 
this  and  the  Alcoholic  Beverages  Control  Commission  ‘APPROVED’ 
same. 

2 —  Applications  for  change  in  premises: — They  voted  ‘GRANTED’  on 
these.  An  Alcoholic  Beverages  Control  Commission  approval  not 
required. 

1 — Application  for  a change  in  doing  business  name: — They  voted 
‘GRANTED’  on  this  and  the  Alcoholic  Beverages  Control  Com- 
mission ‘APPROVED’  same. 

12 — Applications  for  permission  to  transfer  stock: — They  voted 
‘GRANTED’  on  these  and  the  Alcoholic  Beverages  Control  Com- 
mission approved  them. 

8 — Applications  for  permission  to  pledge  stock: — They  voted  ‘GRANTED’ 
on  these  and  the  Alcoholic  Beverages  Control  Commission  approved 
them. 

16 — Applications  for  approval  of  new  officers: — They  voted  ‘APPROVED’ 
on  these.  An  Alcoholic  Beverages  Commission  approval  not  required. 

113 — Applications  for  renewal  of  Alcoholic  Beverages  License  for  1972. 
No  hearings  were  held  on  these  applications  as  the  applications  were 
for  the  same  type  of  license  and  were  filed  before  December  1,  1971 
which  entitled  the  applicants  to  an  automatic  renewal  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  G.L.  Chap.  138,  Sec.  16a  as  amended  by  Chap.  352 
of  the  acts  of  1970. 

59 — ^All  Forms  Alcoholic  Beverages  ‘Restaurant  7-Day  License* 

1 — All  Forms  Alcoholic  Beverages  ‘Innholder  7-Day  License’ 

15 — All  Forms  Alcoholic  Beverages  ‘Club  7-Day  License’ 
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21 — All  Forms  Alcoholic  Beverages  ‘Package  Goods’  Store  License 
13 — Malt  Beverages  and  Wines  ‘Package  Goods’  Store  License 

4 — All  Forms  Alcoholic  Beverages  ‘Section  30-A  License’  (Druggist) 

They  ‘GRANTED’  seven  Full  Entertainment  and  Dance 
Licenses  for  the  year  of  1972. 

Eleven  violations  of  the  Law  were  reported  to  the  Licensing 
Commission  and  after  hodling  hearings  on  them,  they  took  ap- 
propriate action. 

The  established  policy  of  the  Licensing  Commission  relative  to 
routine  matters  of  office  procedure  and  the  issuance  of  licenses  has 
not  materially  changed. 

A general  inspection  tour  of  all  licensed  premises  brought  out 
the  fact  all  establishments  are  now  equipped  with  ujvto-date 
facilities. 

We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  splendid  cooperation  and  whole- 
hearted support  given  our  Commission  by  Police  Inspector  Vincent 
McDonough  and  the  Board  of  Health  Inspector  Anthony  Palmer 
assigned  to  our  Board.  We  also  wish  to  acknowledge  the  efficient 
and  faithful  service  of  our  clerk  Mary  I Kenney. 

An  itemized  report  of  the  fees  received  during  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1971  as  follows: — 

FINANCIAL  REPORT  OF  THE  LICENSING  COMMISSION 
OF  THE  CITY  OF  SOMERVILLE 
1971 

Licenses  Granted  end  Fees  Received: 

RENEWALS  (1972) 


57 — ^All  Forms  Restaurant  License  7-Day  $1,100.00  $62,700.00 

2 — All  Forms  Restaurant  License  7-Day  1,100.(X)  220.00* 

1 — All  Forms  Innholder’s  License  7-Day  ....  1,300.00  1,300.00 

15 — All  Forms  Club  License  7-Day  250.00  3,750.00 

21 — All  Forms  Package  Goods’  Store  License  1,000.00  21,000.00 

13 — Malt  Bev.  & Wine  Goods’  Store  License  ..  4(X).00  5,200.(X) 
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4 — Section  30-A  (Druggist)  License  300.00  1,200.00 

57 — Entertainment  License  5.00  285.00 

2 — Entertainment  License  5.00  1.00* 

1 — Entertainment  License  1.00  1.00 

7 — Dance  License  25.00  175.00 

1 —  Innholder’s  License  10.00  10.00 

137 — Common  Victualler’s  License  10.00  1,370.00 

2 —  Common  Victualler’s  License  10.00  2.00* 

RENEWALS  (1971) 

62 — Common  Victualler’s  License  10.00  620.00 

86 — Liquor  Identification  Cards  2.00  172.00 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS  FOR  1971  $89,006.00 

EXPENSES  FOR  1971  15,551.01 


NET  TOTAL  REVENUE  OF  DEPARTMENT  FOR  1971  ...  $82,454.99 

♦These  licenses  were  renewed  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter 
138,  Section  23b,  therefore  only  one  tenth  of  the  license  fee  was 
paid. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Samuel  S.  Perlman 

Chairman 

John  R.  Oxley 
Commissioner 


John  Cangiamila 

Commissioner 
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REPORT  OF  THE  VETERANS'  SERVICES 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Mayor 
and  the  Board  of  Alderman 
of  the  City  of  Somerville 


Gentlemen: 

During  the  year  of  1971,  the  Veterans’  Services  Department 
granted  Benefits  and  Services  to  Veterans  and  their  dependents  as 
follows : 

To  the  needy  Veteran  and  Dependent  who  was  qualified  under 
our  Veterans’  Benefits  Program,  we  granted  Cash,  Medical  and 
other  types  of  Benefits.  To  other  Veterans  and  Dependents,  we 
assisted  them  in  applying  for  Social  Security,  V.A.  Benefits,  G.I. 
Schooling,  Employment  and  other  programs  for  which  they  were 
entitled  under  our  category  of  Veterans’  Services. 

By  taking  advantage  of  available  Federal  Monies,  this  Depart- 
ment continues  to  effect  a net  savings  of  more  than  $50,000  per 
year.  This  savings  included  reimbursements  of  money  from  Indus- 
trial Accident  cases  as  well  as  Federal  Money  in  regard  to  Medical 
Care. 

These  savings  were  effected  in  spite  of  the  growing  case  load 
due  to  returning  Vietnam  Veterans  and  increasing  unemployment 
as  well  as  increased  medical  and  other  costs. 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the  Veterans’ 
Administration,  Social  Security  Officials,  State  Unemployment 
Compensation  Officials  and  the  State  Department  of  Veterans’ 
Services  Personnel,  we  express  our  deep  appreciation  for  the  co- 
operation and  assistance  provided  this  Department  throughout  the 
past  year. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Robert  R.  Bradley 
Agent  - Director 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS 
AND  MEASURES  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Mayor 
and  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
of  the  City  of  Somerville 


Gentlemen: 

In  1971,  as  part  of  our  “Consumer  Protection  Program”  we 
accelerated  our  packaged  food  inspection  and  re-weighings  with 
the  emphasis  on  pre-packaged  meats.  We  started  the  program  on 
a weekly  basis  rotating  the  inspections  so  that  a market  could  not 
anticipate  the  time  of  such  inspections.  In  the  beginning  we  found 
sufficient  errors  in  packages  for  sale  to  warrant  conferences  with 
various  store  managers  to  determine  the  reason  for  such  discrep- 
ancies and  to  determine  whether  it  was  by  intent  or  human  error. 
As  a result  of  the  investigations  and  conferences  it  was  determined 
that  in  some  of  the  instances  there  was  suspiction  of  intent  to 
defraud  but  in  the  majority  of  cases  three  major  factors  were 
prevalent  in  this  order:  ( 1 ) carelesssness  on  the  part  of  the  weigher 
(2)  incorrect  tare  weight  applied  (not  allowing  for  the  correct 
weight  of  the  plastic  containers  and  wrappings  and  ( 3 ) not  rotating 
and  re-weighing  package  meats  on  display  beyond  a reasonable 
time.  The  program  proved  successful  for  with  the  cooperation  and 
attention  of  the  various  managers  the  percentage  of  errors  gradu- 
ally decreased.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  program  served  to  benefit 
the  consumer  of  the  city. 

The  following  devices  were  tested  and  sealed  by  this  department 
in  1971. 
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Devices 


Adjusted  Sealed 


Not 

Sealed 


Con- 

demned 


Truck  Scales  

0 

5 

0 

1 

Scales  5,000  to  10,000  lbs 

3 

8 

0 

0 

100  to  5,000  lbs 

12 

51 

0 

4 

under  100  lbs 

Weights: 

69 

510 

0 

21 

Avoirdupois  

0 

144 

0 

8 

Metric  

0 

188 

0 

10 

Apothecary  

0 

115 

0 

15 

Gasoline  Pumps  

34 

285 

0 

38 

Fuel  Oil  Trucks  

14 

74 

0 

18 

Bulk  Oil  Meters  

1 

3 

0 

1 

Taximeters  

0 

72 

0 

19 

136 

1,455 

0 

"Us 

SPOT  CHECK  OF  COMMODITIES  PUT 

UP  FOR  SALE  OR 

SOLD 

Number  Number 

Incorrect 

Praduct  Tested 

Tested 

Correct 

Under 

Over 

Bread  

475 

375 

42 

58 

Butter  

350 

271 

47 

32 

Confectionary  

250 

209 

17 

24 

Fruits  and  Vegetables 

975 

738 

106 

131 

Packaged  Meats  

5,140 

3,752 

617 

771 

Potatoes  

150 

89 

22 

39 

Cheeses  

250 

169 

34 

47 

Miscellaneous  

525 

457 

27 

41 

Inspections 

Proper  marking  of  food  packages  ... 
Scales  

8,115 

6,060 

No. 

Inspected 

7,290 

478 

912 

1,143 

Taximeter  at  stands 

Oil  trucks  delivering  

Complaints  investigated  

City  Scales: 

Total  Weight  - Rubbish  Survey 


27 

44 

76 


2,446,390  lbs. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Edwin  L.  Mallard 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 
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REPORT  OF  THE  RETIREMENT  SYSTEM 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Mayor 
and  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
of  the  City  of  Somerville 


Gentlemen: 

In  1971  retired  employees  of  the  City  and  beneficiaries  of 
deceased  employees  received  the  following  allowances: 


Retired 

Employees  Beneficiaries 


4%  System  — 

5%  System  776,600.81 

Non  Contributory  System  743,532.42 


2,589.21 

287,331.66 

79,222.32 


Assets 


Investments  7,197,096.76 

Cash  40,856.10 

Due  from  City 1,430.31 

Accrued  Interest  83,183.31 


7,322,566.48 


BAIANCE  SHEET,  DECEMBER  31,  1971 


Liobilities 


Retirement  Funds: 


5%  7,049,002.87 

4%  273,563.61 


7,322,566.48 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  J.  Murphy,  3rd 

Chairman 

Charles  W.  Hill 

Vice  Chairman 


Bruce  D.  Glabe 
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REPORT  OF  THE  RECREATION  COMMISSION 

December  31,  1971 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Mayor 
and  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
of  the  City  of  Somerville 

Gentlemen: 

Appended  to  this  report  is  a list  of  activities  conducted  by  the 
Recreation  Commission  during  the  past  year.  Some  of  these 
activities  are  covered  in  detail  in  this  report,  while  others  will  be 
mentioned  only  briefly.  Some  activities  are  featured  because  of  the 
nature  of  the  activity,  and  others  because  of  their  importance  to  the 
program.  Still  others  are  included  because  of  their  specialization,  or 
because  of  the  community  interest  in  them.  It  does  not  follow, 
however,  that  only  the  most  successful  activities  are  featured  in  this 
report. 


Summer  Playgrouncts 

The  Summer  Playgrounds  season  of  1971  was  one  of  the  most 
challenging  seasons  ever  faced  by  the  Recreation  Commission,  due 
to  resignations  which  resulted  in  the  loss  of  veteran  personnel, 
absences  of  workers,  and  the  fact  that  three  programs  were  in 
operation  simultaneously.  The  three  programs  were  the  Com- 
mission’s regular  Summer  Playgrounds  program,  conducted  at  32 
playground  units;  the  second  was  a Federally-sponsored  Early 
Evening  Youth  Program,  for  children  of  ages  8 to  13;  and  the 
third  was  the  Summer  Recreation  Program  For  Retarded  Children. 
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On  the  subject  of  facilities,  the  Commission  was  able  to  make 
excellent  use  of  the  Veterans  Memorial  Skating  Rink  at  Conway 
Park  during  the  Summer  season.  Commencing  with  Pre-Season 
Training  Program  in  June,  and  continuing  with  two  rainy-day  staff 
meetings,  the  “Bicycle  Safety  Week’’  Finals,  and  the  Inter-Play- 
ground Paddle  Tennis  Tournament,  the  building  was  also  used  for 
the  Evening  Program’s  Mixed  Paddle  Tennis  Tournament  and  the 
Sectional  Street  Hockey  Tournament,  which  ran  for  two  evenings. 
The  Superintendent  wishes  to  acknowledge  a debt  of  gratitude  to 
Commissioner  John  Sears  of  the  Metropolitan  District  Commission, 
to  Mr.  James  Whalen,  Director  of  Recreation,  and  to  Mr.  George 
Hughes,  Rink  Manager,  for  their  cooperation  in  permitting  the  use 
of  the  Skating  Rink. 

Early  Evening  Youth  Program 

The  Early  Evening  Youth  Program,  conducted  by  the  Recreation 
Commission  under  a Federal  Grant  (MDTA-RSP)  for  boys  and 
girls  from  8 to  1 3 years  of  age  living  in  economically  deprived  areas 
of  the  city,  started  on  Monday,  July  12,  and  continued  through 
Thursday,  August  26.  The  program  was  operated  at  ten  play- 
grounds in  ten  different  areas  of  the  city,  and  was  staffed  by  trained 
and  experienced  Recreation  Leaders,  aided  and  augmented  by  nine 
Neighborhood  Youth  Corps  boys  and  girls,  who  benefited  by  their 
association  with  the  trained  personnel. 

Summer  Program  For  Retarded  Children 

The  Summer  Recreation  Program  For  Retarded  Children  opened 
on  Monday,  July  12,  and  ran  for  seven  weeks  until  August  27. 
The  program  was  conducted  at  the  Conwell  School  and  play  area, 
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under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Rita  DeBellis.  Mrs.  DeBellis  was 
assisted  by  Leaders  Robert  Racioppi  and  Lucille  Bertorelli,  and 
by  Assistant  Justin  O’Connor.  Three  girls  from  the  Neighborhood 
Youth  Corps  also  assisted  in  the  program,  and  volunteer  services 
were  rendered  by  two  girls  and  one  boy  (two  of  them  with  a 
brother  or  sister  participating  in  the  program). 


Senior  Citizens  Program 

The  Recreation  Commission’s  Senior  Citizens  Program,  con- 
sisting of  the  Tuesday  Group  and  the  Thursday  Group,  enjoyed  an 
outstanding  year  of  growth  following  the  acceptance  of  more  than 
100  new  members  from  the  Waiting  List.  Because  of  the  large 
numbers  in  the  two  groups  it  was  decided  to  split  up  the  leadership 
and  programming  into  two  separate  and  distinct  groups,  since 
activities  and  accommodations  involving  both  groups  had  become 
nearly  impossible. 


Twilight  Basketball  Leagues 

The  1 97 1 season  represented  the  twenty-first  year  of  the  Recre- 
ation Commission’s  Twilight  Basketball  Program,  and  again  it  was 
a most  successful  season,  with  a new  record  number  of  41  teams 
entered  in  the  leagues. 

As  in  previous  seasons,  arrangements  were  made,  through  the 
cooperation  of  the  Buildings  Division  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, to  move  games  indoors  in  the  event  of  inclement  weather, 
and  through  this  arrangement  it  was  possible  to  complete  the 
league  schedules  as  planned. 
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Aden's  Softball  league 

The  Slow  Pitch  Softball  League  for  men  was  set  up  in  two  divi- 
sions again  this  year,  with  ten  teams  competing  in  one  and  nine 
in  the  other.  This  was  in  increase  of  four  teams  over  last  year,  and 
by  early  July,  applications  from  ten  new  teams  had  already  been 
received.  Doubleheaders  were  played  during  May  and  June  in 
order  to  complete  the  league  schedule  by  early  September. 

Teert  Programs 

Prior  to  the  start  of  the  fall  season,  the  Superintendent  and  mem- 
bers of  the  staff  discussed  the  need  for  expanding  the  Commission’s 
programs  for  teen-agers,  and  as  a result  of  their  deliberations, 
which  were  subsequently  approved  by  the  Commission,  the  follow- 
ing programs  came  into  existence  duringg  the  Fall  of  this  year. 

Co-Recreation  Teen  Club 

. In  August,  Assistant  Superintendent  Paul  Sullivan  was  assigned 
the  task  of  forming  a Teen  Club  for  boys  and  girls  of  High  School 
age,  which  was  to  begin  in  the  fall;  and  Leader  Nancy  Gregory 
was  assigned  to  assist  him.  The  Commission’s  intention  in  starting 
such  a group  was  to  provide  a broad  and  diversified  program  of 
activities  for  a group  of  mixed  teen-agers,  with  emphasis  on  scoial 
and  cultural  activities,  but  also  offering  athletics  and  sports  pro- 
grams for  those  who  wished  them. 

Evening  Teen  Centers  For  Boys  and  Girls 

Beginning  on  November  8,  the  Evening  Teen  Centers  for  boys 
opened  at  five  gymnasiums  throughout  the  city  (Healey,  Kennedy, 
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Southern,  Trade,  and  Western)  on  two  evenings  a week;  and  the 
Teen  Centers  for  girls  started  at  the  Healey  and  Kennedy  the  same 
week.  These  Teen  programs,  while  not  completely  new,  replaced 
the  former  physical  fitness  programs  for  boys  and  girls.  Under  the 
new  set  up,  emphasis  has  been  shifted  from  body-building  and 
gymnastics  to  indoor  hockey,  basketball,  volleyball,  soccer,  and 
other  active  team  games,  as  well  as  wrestling  and  free  play  for 
the  boys;  and  with  similar  activities  for  the  girls. 


Boys'  Clubs  and  Girls'  Clubs 

The  Commission’s  Boys’  Clubs  and  Girls’  Clubs  continued  to 
grow  in  numbers  and  strength  during  the  fall  of  1971.  In  September, 
the  Commission  voted  to  sponsor  the  East  Somerville  Youth  League 
as  a part  of  its  Boys’  Qub  program,  and  under  this  sponsorship 
the  Trade  Boys’  Qub  and  the  East  Somerville  Youth  League, 
both  organized  and  directed  by  Leader  Frank  Ferraro,  were  merged 
into  one  large  Qub,  numbering  150  members.  Because  of  the  large 
number  of  members  in  this  group,  it  was  necessary  to  assign  an 
assistant  to  help  Mr.  Ferraro  with  the  club. 


Young  Adults  Coffee  Club 

Early  in  September,  following  the  return  to  duty  of  Supervisor 
Sylvia  Kennedy,  the  Commission  was  aWe  to  expand  its  program 
in  still  another  direction — ^this  time  for  young  adults.  The  new 
program,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Kennedy,  is  known  as  the 
Coffee  Qub,  and  is  open  to  Somerville  residents  between  the  ages 
of  21  and  40. 
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Charles  C.  Kelley  Memorial 

On  Sunday,  November  14,  an  event  took  place  at  the  Recreation 
Buliding  on  Walnut  Street  which  had  been  planned  by  members 
of  the  staff  since  the  sudden  decease  of  Charles  C.  Kelley,  Recre- 
ation Superintendent,  on  March  17,  1969.  This  was  the  establish- 
ment of  a permanent  memorial  to  Mr.  Kelley,  as  an  everlasting 
testimonial  to  the  excellent  and  faithful  service  he  rendered  on 
behalf  of  the  City  of  Somerville  over  a period  of  more  than  forty 
years  (twenty  of  them  as  Superintendent).  Due  to  many  unfore- 
seen circumstances,  however,  it  was  not  until  this  past  summer  that 
the  staff  was  able  to  decide  on  a suitable  memorial  for  Mr.  Kelley. 

Acknowledgments 

In  closing,  the  Recreation  Commission  gratefully  acknowledges 
the  cooperation  during  the  year  1971  of  the  City  Officials  and  the 
various  Departments  of  the  City  Government,  the  Police  Depart- 
ment, the  School  Department,  and  the  Metropolitan  District  Com- 
mission. 

Appended  to  this  Report  is  the  Financial  Summary  of  the  Recre- 
ation Commission  for  the  year  1971  and  a list  of  Activities  under 
the  Commission. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


John  A.  F.  Pieroni 
Superintendent 
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FINANCIAL  SUMMARY,  1971 


ANNUAL  APPROPRIATION  (April  1)  $187,708.89 

SUPPLIMENTAL  APPROPRIATION  (April  3)  497.92 

SUPPLIMENTAL  APPROPRIATION  (April  22)  7,172.16 

SUPPLEMENTAL  APPROPRIATION  (May  21)  399.58 

TOTAL  APPROPRIATIONS  $195,778.55 

EXPENDITURES: 

Salaries  and  Wages $169,753.76 

Office  Supplies  950.24 

Printing  and  Stationery  259.85 

Postage  and  Express 480.43 

Dues  and  Memberships  60.00 

Photography  462.23 

Telephone  Service  817.64 

Professional  Services 145.34 

Refreshments,  Etc 63.15 

Books  and  Text  Books  29.70 

Automobile  Allowance  1,275.00 

Convention  Expenses  — 

Rentals  (Buses,  Etc.)  405.00 

Gasoline,  Oil,  Etc 229.84 

Athletic  Supplies 3,793.74 

Recreational  Supplies  and  Services 2,028.19 

Lumber  and  Wood  Products 473.25 

Playground  Supplies  1,960.55 

Repairs  and  Maintenance: 

(Automotive)  422.68 

(Tools  and  Equipment)  61.95 

(Office  Equipment)  59.11 

Cash  Reimbursements  15.20 

Insurance 241.00 


Programs  For  Retarded  Children: 


Salaries  and  Wages  

...  $2,961.70 

Rentals  (Buses)  

360.00 

Transportation  

...  1,630.00 

Recreational  Supplies 
and  Services  

362.68 

Groceries  and  Provisions  .... 

203.70 

$5,518.08 

5,518.08 

TOTAL  EXPENDITURES 

$193,230.01 

UNEXPENDED  BALANCE 


$ 2,548.54 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

To  the  Honorable  School  Committee 
Somerville,  Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations 
of  the  Somervlille  School  Committee,  the  Superintendent  of  Schools 
has  prepared  and  submits  herewith  his  fourteenth  annual  report, 
which  is  the  one  hundredth  in  a series  of  annual  reports  of  the 
Somerville  Public  Schools,  and  covers  the  calendar  year  1971. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Leo  C.  Donahue,  Ph.D. 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

• * * 

The  average  high  school  senior  today  is  1 7 years  of  age.  More 
changes  have  happened  since  his  birth  in  1954  than  has  happened 
in  a 200-year  period  prior  to  this  time.  Speed  of  travel  has  increased 
nearly  50  times  since  his  first  birthday.  Man  has  travelled  to  the 
moon,  and  is  currently  investigating  other  planets.  More  energy 
has  been  expended  during  this  student’s  life  than  in  the  first  19 
centuries  after  the  birth  of  Christ.  More  books  have  been  written 
and  puNished  during  his  17  years  than  in  the  first  400  years  after 
the  discovery  of  printing.  Computers,  electronic  inventions,  mass 
media,  and  specifically  television  have  revolutionized  everyday 
living.  It  is  no  wonder  that  the  youngsters  of  today  are  sometimes 
confused  by  the  whirling  progress  in  the  changing  society. 
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Cooperative  EflFort 

In  an  effort  to  respond  to  these  many  changes,  the  schools  must 
recognize  their  role  in  the  community.  Involvement  is  an  important 
factor  in  education  today.  No  longer  can  education  be  confined  to 
school  buildings.  It  must  receive  assistance  from  industry,  the 
academic  community,  governmental  agencies,  and  citizens. 

Community  Involvement 

Schools  belong  to  the  parents,  students  and  citizens,  and  never 
before  in  Somerville  history  have  the  schools  become  more  involved 
with  the  community.  One  example  is  the  rebirth  of  Parent-Teacher 
Associations,  which  are  active  at  the  two  high  schools,  three  junior 
high  schools,  and  at  nearly  all  of  the  twenty  elementary  schools. 
Parents,  teachers  and  students  are  working  together  to  improve 
the  school  family  and  promote  a needed  spirit. 

Open  Campus  Plan 

A most  significant  development  was  the  adoption  of  a partial 
Open  Campus  plan  which  allows  students  to  pursue  various  mini- 
courses or  to  devote  more  time  to  other  educational  experiences. 
This  program  was  introduced  with  the  approval  and  encourage- 
ment of  the  State  Department  of  Education. 

Junior  High  Evaluation 

The  School  Department  is  presently  involved  in  an  extensive 
evaluative  study  of  the  three  junior  high  schools  to  provide  a 
realistic  evaluation  of  the  educational  programs  and  student  services 
at  this  level  of  education. 
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Curriculum 

An  innovative  program,  the  modified  open  campus,  was  intro- 
duced into  the  Somerville  High  School  in  April  and  began  its  full 
year  of  operation  in  September.  A student  with  a first  or  sixth 
period  study  is  allowed  to  use  that  time  to  pursue  educational  alter- 
natives including  mini-courses  in  the  high  school,  work  in  industry, 
volunteer  service  for  community  agencies,  or  independent  study  in 
library.  Tufts  University  Experimental  College  cooperated  in  pro- 
viding lecturers  for  several  mini-courses. 

New  courses  in  the  high  school  curriculum  in  September  included 
Machine  Transcription  Laboratory,  Chefs  Food  Course,  Journal- 
ism, Health  Education  and  Foundations  of  Science. 

Two  new  courses  were  introduced  in  the  Evening  School  in 
September  on  Portuguese  Culture  and  Drug  Education  for  Parents. 
A music  course.  Adventures  in  Listening,  will  be  offered  during  the 
second  semester,  along  with  Foundations  of  Modem  Health  and 
Stock  Market  and  Financial  Planning. 

The  stock  market  course  will  be  given  by  representatives  of 
Laidlaw  & Co.,  of  Boston,  a member  of  the  New  York  Stock  Ex- 
change, and  will  cover  topics  such  as  tax  sheltered  investing,  utility 
stocks,  mutual  funds,  probate  and  estate  planning,  trust  adminis- 
tration, the  present  economy,  mergers  and  acquisitions  and  portfolio 

planning 

The  modem  health  course  will  provide  the  parent,  professional 
person  and  interested  citizen  an  insight  into  some  of  the  common 
areas  of  health  concern  in  the  community. 
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The  music  course  is  designed  to  sharpen  the  student’s  perception 
of  music  by  allowing  the  student  to  become  an  active  listener. 

Cooperative  Work  Programs 

Both  Somerville  High  School  and  Trade  High  School  are  partici- 
pating in  successful  “work  and  study”  type  programs  which  involve 
200  students  at  the  two  schools. 

Nearly  800  students  attended  four  Title  I programs  which  were 
offered  during  the  summer  months.  They  were  Projects  SMILE, 
STAR,  SMART  and  ADVENTURE.  The  SMILE  program,  which 
also  operated  on  a full-year  basis,  was  a special  Montessori  initial 
learning  exposure  for  260  pre-school  age  children,  and  was  con- 
ducted at  eleven  centers  in  the  city.  Project  STAR,  in  its  fifth 
summer  of  operation,  was  a theatrical  program  for  1 80  secondary 
school  youngsters.  Some  250  students  in  Grades  2 through  6 par- 
ticipated in  Project  SMART,  a program  in  mathematics  and  read- 
ing. Project  ADVENTURE  serviced  50  mentally  and  physically 
handicapped  youngsters,  from  8 to  15  years  of  age,  at  Camp 
Caravan  in  South  Royalston. 

Project  READ,  a full-year  reding  program  which  ran  parallel 
to  the  regular  school  day,  benefitted  smoe  300  children  who  were 
either  non-English  speaking  youngsters  or  were  repeating  Grade  1 . 

Parents  Advisory  Council 

To  assist  in  the  planning  and  developing  of  Title  I programs,  the 
first  Parents  Advisory  Council  was  elected  and  organized  in  Feb- 
ruary. Representation  on  the  30-member  group  was  determined 
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proportionately  by  a school’s  enrollment.  The  Council  was  formed 
to  give  parents  a greater  role  in  planning  and  evaluating  Title  I 
programs. 

In  the  Title  II  area,  the  city  was  awarded  a grant  of  $19,245 
to  expand  the  elementary  library  program.  The  Ward  One  Prescott 
School  received  $15,000  for  purchasing  libary  books  and  audio- 
visual equipment.  The  remaining  $4,000  plus  was  used  to  expand 
the  high  school  library. 

Grants  totally  $15,000  were  received  by  the  School  Department 
under  the  Title  III  National  Defense  Education  Act  to  improve 
instruction  in  academic  areas.  Various  projects  were  funded  in  the 
areas  of  music,  art,  social  studies,  industrial  arts,  science  and 
English. 

School  Construction  and  Repairs 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  construction  of  the 
new  schools  in  both  Wards  One  and  Seven,  as  well  as  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  long  sought-after  addition  to  the  Pope  School,  in 
what  has  been  an  ambitious  undertaking  by  city  and  school  officials. 

Although  it  is  too  early  to  set  a date  for  the  completion  of  the 
two  new  schools,  the  School  Department  is  making  definite  plans 
for  a possible  opening  in  September.  The  Ward  One  school  will 
have  32  classrooms,  four  kindergarten  oroms,  and  four  other  rooms 
for  special  classes.  The  Ward  Seven  structure  will  house  24  class- 
rooms, and  will  also  have  four  kindergartens  and  four  special 
classrooms.  The  two  schools  will  also  have  a cafeteria,  a gymna- 
sium, a media  center,  health  room,  a large  community  room  and 
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adequate  storage  space.  The  cafeterias  will  eventually  serve  as  a 
central  kitchen  to  prepare  foods  for  many  of  the  elementary  schools 
in  the  area  lacking  lunch  facilities. 

The  Pope  School  addition,  estimated  to  be  ready  for  occupancy 
before  May  1 , will  have  five  instructional  areas,  new  lavatory  facili- 
ties, and  special  service  rooms.  The  School  Department  will  conduct 
a pilot  program  in  the  “Open  Area  Concept”  of  education  in  the 
Pope  School  addition  during  the  1972-73  school  year.  School  ad- 
ministrators have  been  attending  seminars,  and  have  been  visiting 
other  school  systems  to  become  better  acquainted  with  this  new 
concept  of  education. 

Considerable  effort  and  money  has  been  expended  in  the  repair, 
refurbishing  and  remodelling  of  the  High  School  including  such 
extensive  projects  as  pointing  the  entire  exterior  of  the  building, 
new  seating  for  the  auditorium,  new  floor  covering  and  stair  treads 
throughout  the  building,  and  plans  are  now  underway  for  a major 
remodelling  of  the  auditorium. 

Operatian  Open  Door 

The  School  Department  has  cooperated  with  the  Operation  Open 
Door  Community  School  Program.  This  involves  the  use  of  four 
schools  in  the  after  school  hours.  The  buildings  used  are  the  Healey 
School,  Trade  High,  and  Western  and  Southern  Junior  High 
Schools.  Using  the  community  school  approach,  the  schools  are 
used  after  regular  school  hours  for  educational,  recreation  and 
cultural  activities.  Open  Door  is  a non-profit  organization  which 
operates  on  a $25,000  two-year  grant  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Permanent  Charity  Fund.  The  community  program  operates  with 
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various  neighborhood  councils  and  a board  of  directors  on  which 
the  School  Department  is  represented. 

This  program  effectively  supplements  the  regular  adult  education 
program  conducted  in  the  evening  by  the  School  Department. 

Sports  Corner 

Highlighting  the  sports  scene  was  the  establishment  of  two  new 
sports  at  the  secondary  level.  Soccer  was  introduced  to  Somerville 
High  School  in  September,  and  in  December,  the  School  Committee 
approved  a motion  to  begin  a hockey  team  at  Trade  High. 

The  Somerville  High  basketball  team  won  its  seventh  Class  A 
Tech  Tourney  championship,  in  what  was  probably  the  final  Tech 
Tournament  in  history.  A new  type  of  post-season  playoff  is  ex- 
pected to  be  announced  soon.  Trade  High  also  qualified  for  the 
Class  C Tech  Tourney,  but  was  defeated  in  the  opening  round. 

Somerville  High  Junior,  Kathleen  Whitcomb,  won  the  Massa- 
chusetts mile  title  for  women  and  the  state  cross-country  champion- 
ship. 

In  Conclu^ian 

The  Superintendent  wishes  to  commend  publicly  the  members  of 
the  Somerville  School  Committee  for  their  dedication  and  unselfish 
performance  of  their  duties.  They  have  devoted  long  hours  and 
considerable  energy  to  the  solution  of  school  problems  and  in  the 
past  year  have  had  the  courage  to  face  up  to  many  difficult 
decisions. 
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The  Superintendent  of  Schools  wishes  to  express  his  appreciation 
to  the  City  Administration,  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  and 
the  Building  Department  for  their  cooperation  in  dealing  with  the 
many  problems  involved  in  the  management  and  operation  of  the 
school  buildings  during  the  school  year. 

The  Superintendent  thanks  the  members  of  the  teaching  staff, 
the  administrators,  secretarial  staff,  and  all  others  associated  with 
the  school  system  for  their  constant  cooperation. 

A special  note  of  thanks  is  expressed  to  the  members  of  the 
various  news  media  for  their  fair  and  impartial  reporting  of  edU'. 
cational  stories. 

A sincere  expression  of  gratitude  to  the  students,  their  parents, 
and  the  citizens  of  Somerville  for  hetir  willingness  to  understand 
the  school  problems  and  for  their  assistance  in  trying  to  solve  them. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS 

January,  1973 

Honorable  S.  Lester  Ralph 

City  Hall,  Somerville,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mayor  Ralph: 

I am  pleased  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  activities  of 
the  Somerville  Department  of  Public  Works  during  the  period  from 
January  1,  1971  through  December  31,  1971. 

Within  this  period  wt  have  supervised  the  construction  of  the 
Ward  One  Elementary  School,  the  Ward  Seven  Elementary  School 
as  well  as  the  Addition  to  the  Pope  Elementary  School  and  the 
start  of  the  Reconstruction  of  the  Somerville  High  School  Audi- 
torium. 


BUILDING  DIVISION 

The  Building  Division  has  complete  care  of  and  maintenance 
of  all  public  schools  and  public  buildings,  the  granting  of  permits, 
the  condemnation  of  hazardous  property  and  the  inspection  of  new 
construction.  This  includes  the  maintaining  of  boilers,  heating  and 
ventilating  systems,  plumbing  and  electrical  installations.  Also  on 
replacing  sash,  glazing  and  painting,  locksmithing  and  carpentry 
work. 

In  addition  they  set  up  polling  places,  erect  band  stands,  furnish 
folding  chairs  for  all  types  of  activities,  set  up  special  classrooms 
and  prepare  buildings  for  many  school  and  civic  functions. 
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BUILDING  PERMITS 

The  total  number  of  building  permits  issued  January  1,  1971 
through  December  31,  1971  was  492  with  declared  valuation  of 
$11,433,263;  including  ten  units  of  New  Residential  construction 
valued  at  $1,989,000  and  eleven  pieces  of  New  Commercial  con- 
struction valued  at  $8,150,000.  The  remainder  of  the  permits  were 
for  remodeling  of  residential  and  commercial  structures. 

The  following  are  a few  tabulations  for  1971: 


Building  Permits  Issued  492 

Building  Inspections  2980 

Gas  Permits  Issued  291 

Plumbing  Permits  Issued 265 

Gas  and  Plumbing  Inspections 1605 

Elevators  (Inst.  Insp.  Test  and  Repair)  1688 

Builders’  Licenses  430 

Structures  Demolished  62 

Dwelling  Units  Lost  by  Demolition  73 

Dwelling  Units  Gained  236 


Cash  Receipts  for  1971  — $27,279.62 

INCINERATOR 

Following  is  the  report  of  the  activities  at  the  Incinerator  for  the 
period  from  January  1,  1971  to  December  31,  1971. 

The  Incinerator  was  operated  on  a two  shift  basis  for  the  year 
just  taking  care  of  Somerville  and  a small  amount  of  Commercial 
work  is  also  handled. 

Recommendations  have  been  made  again  to  do  major  repairs 
and  install  Air-PoUution  Control  equipment. 
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The  plant  put  in  top  condition  would  then  be  able  to  maintain 
itself  easily. 

January  .. 

February 
March  .... 

April  

May  

June  

July  

August  .... 

September 
October  .. 

November 
December 

City  of  Somerville  Total  Tons  40,516 
Total  Commercial  Receipts  — $12,986.13 


3,821  Ton 
2,410  Ton 
3,986  Ton 
3,832  Ton 
3,409  Ton 
2,968  Ton 
2,979  Ton 
2,856  Ton 
2,828  Ton 
3,646  Ton 
3,792  Ton 
3,989  Ton 


ELECTRIC  LINES  AND  LIGHTS  DIVISION 

This  Division  has  charge  of  street  lighting,  playground  and  field 
lighting,  electrical  inspections,  traffic  signals,  fire  and  police  alarms, 
fire  and  police  radio  systems  and  maintenance  and  collection  from 
parking  meters.  The  division  operates  twenty-four  hours  a day  and 
is  located  in  a building  adjacent  to  the  Central  Fire  Station  on 
Medford  Street. 

i 

.t 

The  Electrical  inspectors  inspect  homes  after  water  leaks.  The 
The  electrical  inspection  section  also  had  its  usual  functions  as 
issuing  permits  to  contractors  on  electrical  work  to  be  done  in  the 
city  and  also  following  same  up  to  see  that  work  was  performed 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  Massachusetts  State  Code. 
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This  division  keeps  a record  of  all  street  lamp  outage  and  reports 
smae  to  Boston  Edison  Company.  The  city  receives  a rebate  on 
this  lamp  outage.  The  city  received  a rebate  on  4,315  lamps  for 
the  year  1971. 

The  Fire  Alarm  office  issued  permits  for  work  and  inspections 


for  the  year  and  are  as  follows: 

Permits  Issued  (Electrical)  884 

Re- Inspections 75 

Permits  Issued  to  New  England  Tel.  & Tel.  Cb 30 

Permits  Issued  to  Boston  Edison  Company  89 


Installed  new  Fire  Box  #456  at  Meacham  Road  and  Dover  Street 
Installed  new  Box  #16 

Installed  red  riot  light  on  Police  Eng.  phone  at  Union  Square 
New  flashing  lights  on  Ball  Square  Bridge 

Alarms  and  calls  received  for  the  year  at  the  Fire  Alarm  ofi&ce 


are  as  follows: 

Box  Alarms 2298 

2nd  Alarms  18 

3rd  Alarms  2 

A.D.T.  Alarms  32 

Call’s  Alarms  17 

False  Alarms 1224 

Radio  Calls 7591 

Hyde  Park  Alarms 2 


This  division  completed  traffic  signals  at  Hawkins  and  Wash- 
ington Street.  They  also  completed  the  traffic  signals  at  Teele 
Square. 

Relocated  Fire  Box  in  front  of  the  Toyota  Car  Company  on 
McGrath  Highway. 
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This  division  pulled  in  1,500  feet  of  cable  at  various  locations. 
This  division  repaired  and  put  back  knockdowns  as  listed: 


Fire  Boxes 13 

Traffic  Signals  32 

Parking  Meters  14 


We  also  straightened  113  Parking  Meters 

This  division  also  did  the  Christmas  trimming  and  lighting  in 
the  Squares  and  main  streets,  also  City  Hall  etc. 


HIGHWAY  DIVISION 

The  Highway  Division  has  performed  its  regular  duties  of  snow- 
plowing and  removal,  sanding  and  scraping,  street  cleaning  and 
sweeping,  tree  removal,  trimming  and  spraying,  street  and  sidewalk 
repairs,  edgestone  repairs;  construction  of  new  driveways  and  side- 
walks, both  concrete  and  bituminous;  erecting  of  street  signs. 

The  following  is  a list  of  accomplishments  for  1971: 


Street  Signs — New  or  Replaced  320 

Traffic  Regulator  Signs  Installed  294 

Tree  Triiiiming  and  Topping 155 

Tree  Removal 42 

Tree  Stumps  Removed 49 

Street  and  Sidewalk  Opening  Permits 299 

Permits  Issued  to  Occupy  Sidewalks  71 

Concrete  Sidewalk  Repairs  140 

New  Driveways  90 

New  Sidewalks  on  Michigan  Avenue 
New  Sidewalks  on  Meacham  Road 
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ENGINEERING  DIVISION 

During  the  year  1971  the  duties  performed  by  the  Engineering 
Division  included  the  following: 

( 1 ) General  maintenance  and  repair  of  parks  and  playgrounds, 
cemeteries  and  recreational  facilities,  including  ice  skating 
areas. 

(2)  Cleaning  of  catch  basins  and  storm  drains  — emergency 
clearing  of  blocked  drains  and  sanitary  sewers  and  repair- 
ing and  rebuilding  of  storm  drains  and  sewer  systems. 

(3)  Snow  removal. 

The  Engineering  Division  Office  is  instrumental  in  developing 
and  perfecting  plans,  in  preparing  detailed  drawings  and  specifi- 
cations for  bids  and  construction  projects  including  surveys,  lay- 
outs, grades,  lines,  inspection,  drawings  and  plans  for  all  types  of 
City  activities. 


SANITARY  DIVISION 

Regular  rubbish  such  as  paper,  cartons,  garbage,  etc.,  is  being 
hauled  to  the  Municipal  Incinerator.  Unusually  large  articles  such 
as  sofas,  springs,  mattresses,  heavy  furniture,  etc.,  are  collected 
by  the  Sanitary  trucks  and  brought  to  the  Incinerator  grounds 
where  the  contractor  picks  them  up  in  his  trucks  and  transports 
them  to  the  dump. 

During  the  Christmas  Season,  we  use  the  open  trucks  to  pick  up 
Christmas  wrappings,  cartons,  boxes,  etc.  This  season  of  the  year 
the  pick-ups  on  this  type  of  item  runs  extremely  heavy. 
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Every  year  the  city  designates  a week,  usually  in  the  Spring 
for  “Clean  Up  Week”.  This  year  it  was  May  9th  to  the  15th.  This 
enables  the  people  to  clean  their  attics  and  cellars  of  all  debris  and 
rid  themselves  of  all  articles  that  are  ordinariy  not  picked  up  on 
weekly  pick-ups.  This  protects  Somerville  from  any  health  hazards 
and  insures  safety  hazards  as  well. 

During  the  year,  for  the  Decal  Fee  System  of  Collections  from 
Business  and  Commercial  Establishments,  approximately  $32,000 
was  collected  and  600  decals  issued.  The  fees  vary  according  to 
barrels  picked  up.  Applications  are  sent  out  to  the  business  and 
commercial  establishments  throughout  the  city  and  they  pick  what 
group  they  think  they  will  need,  this  is  what  we  judge  their  pick-ups 
on. 

For  the  year  1971,  the  Sanitary  trucks  picked  up  an  average  of 
145  to  150  tons  per  day,  each  truck  averaging  at  least  three  loads 
per  day.  The  total  for  the  year  averaged  approximately  38,000 
tons  and  9,000  loads.  • 


WATER  DIVISION 

The  Water  Division  maintains  the  water  system;  this  includes 
repair  of  leaks,  thawing  of  pipes  and  meters,  continuous  mainte- 
nance of  both  high  and  low  pressure  systems.  The  Water  division 
is  vitally  affected  by  weather  conditions  and  major  construction 
programs  of  all.  types.  Contracts  in  the  amount  of  $24,000  were 
let  for  the  Removal  and  Replacement  of  Hydrants.  New  Water 
Meters  were  purchased  at  the  price  of  $19,694.75  on  contract. 
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The  Water  Mains  on  School  land  Dane  Street  Bridges  were  also 
replaced  at  a cost  of  contract  $12,600.00. 


New  Hydrants  Installed  59 

New  Hydrant  Gates  Installed  22 

Hydrants  Repaired  31 

Hydrants  Relocated  6 ■ 

Main  Pipe  Breaks  Repaired  15 

Service  Leaks  Repaired  504 

Poor  Pressures  Repaired  58 

Service  Boxes  Cleaned  45 

Guard  Rails  Installed  4 

Meters  Repaired  180 

New  Meters  Installed  125 

Rebuilt  Meters  Installed  210 


In  addition:  The  Water  Division  answered  hundreds  of  emer- 
gency calls  for  assistance;  frozen  meters,  flooded  cellars,  no  water, 
etc.,  Saturdays,  Sundays,  Holidays  and  nights  plus  all  multiple 
alarm  fires. 

♦ ♦ * 

This  has  been  a busy  and  eventful  year  and  the  entire  depart- 
ment looks  forward  to  the  coming  year  and  the  resuming  of  the 
new  construction  activities. 

I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  his  Honor,  Mayor  Lester  Ralph, 
the  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  City  Government  and 
especially  to  the  employees  of  the  Public  Works  Department  who 
have  so  kindly  cooperated  to  make  the  year  1971  a successful  one. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Frank  A.  Sestito 

Commissioner 
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